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ft  Long  and  Sordid  History 

High  Noon  at  Doc's  Clock 

Feds,  cops  raid  notorious  Mission  bar 


PHOTO  MARK  HUCXA8AY 


Matriculation  R.A.P. 

Mission's  innovative  alternative  high  school  R.A.P.  had  its  first  formal  graduation  cer- 
emony last  month.  It  was  attended  by  nearly  300  friends,  family  and  well  wishers. 
Congratulations  to  Alejandra  Arias,  Nadia  Brezeda,  Vanessa  Corea,  Martha  Flores, 
Claudia  Jimenez,  Stephen  McDonnell,  Delio  Medina,  Josie  Molina,  Rachel  Ortfz, 
Emilio  P6rez,  Jaime  Quijada,  Ren6  Quiflonez,  Elisa  Rangel  and  Yvette  Romero! 


by  Victor  Miller 

A JOINT  SAN  FRANCISCO  police/ 
INS  raid  on  Doc’s  Clock  (2575  Mis- 
sion) June  13  resulted  in  four  arrests,  in- 
cluding that  of  Tomas  Chavez,  a convicted 
narcotics  felon  with  a lengthy  criminal  his- 
tory and  numerous  connections  to  other 
Mission  bars  and  restaurants. 

Doc’s  Clock,  with  its  own  lengthy 
history  of  narcotics-related  and  other  vio- 
lations, was  named  by  Mission  police  as 
the  worst  bar  in  the  neighborhood  (see  the 
April  issue  of  the  New  Mission  News). 
The  bar  remains  open  but  Chavez,  report- 
edly the  owner  of  Doc’s  Clock  and  a man 
behind  the  scenes  at  the  Diamond  Club 
(3001  24th  Street),  runner  up  in  the  “worst 
bar”  category,  faces  criminal  charges  that 
could  lead  to  his  deportation. 

Immigration  agent  Lawrence  Lagarejos 
contacted  narcotics  officers  and  Mission 
station  police  officers,  who  entered  the  pre- 
mises with  warrants  on  suspected  drug 
dealers  and  parole  and  probation  violators. 
Of  the  six  taken  into  custody,  two  bar  em- 
ployees without  records  of  criminal  activ- 
ity were  released.  Two  others  besides 
Chavez  were  booked  on  outstanding  war- 
rants, and  a fourth  was  arrested  on  drug 
charges  (a  rolled  up  dollar  bill  containing 
cocaine  was  found  in  his  possession). 

Doc’s  Clock  has  been  a long-term 


neighborhood  headache.  Since  October  of 
1993  the  bar  has  been  the  site  of  46  inci- 
dents resulting  in  arrests.  Most  of  the  inci- 
dents involved  guns,  drugs,  or  assaults.  Po- 
lice attribute  much  of  the  disorder  to 
Chavez,  who  managed  to  avoid  deporta- 
tion after  a 1-987  narcotics  conviction  (sev- 
eral weapons  charges  in  the  late  ’70s  be- 
ing dismissed).  As  a result,  he  is  unable  to 
acquire  liquor  licenses,  but  easily  sidesteps 
this  prohibition,  police  believe,  by  recruit- 
ing frontmen  from  his  native  Durango, 
Mexico. 

San  Francisco  Supervisor  Susan  Leal, 
having  succeeded  in  getting  a moratorium 
on  new  Mission  liquor  licenses  unani- 
mously passed  last  month,  is  now  propos- 
ing an  Alcohol  Vendors’  Task  Force,  which 
would  monitor  and  address  abuses  posed 
by  the  likes  of  Chavez.  The  task  force 
would  combine  the  attention  of  diverse 
bodies  like  the  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments, and  the  departments  of  Planning, 
Health,  and  Building  Inspections. 

“They  would  gather  information  on 
code  violations  and  complaints  and  refer  it 
to  the  proper  authorities,”  Bill  Ambrunn, 
an  assistant  to  Leal,  informed  the  New  Mis- 
sion News.  Leal  has  asked  the  City  Attor- 
ney to  prepare  legislation;  according  to 
Ambrunn  one  of  its  key  provisions  would 
enable  the  city  to  revoke  the  business  li- 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Message  from  Moab 

Rocky  Mtns.  next  on  tour 

by  Mary  Brown 

MY  BICYCLE  AND  I have  gotten 
well  acquainted  as  we’ve  ridden 
1,500  miles  together  across  the  Ameri- 
can West.  Every  morning  when  I climb 
in  the  saddle,  I holler  “Giddy-up  high 


horse,  giddy-up!”  in  a slow  Texas 
drawl  that  I’ve  picked  up  even  though 
I'm  nowhere  near  Texas.  And  slowly 
but  surely,  we  giddy-up. 

Since  leaving  San  Francisco  six 
weeks  ago,  my  bike  and  I have  me- 
andered alone  east  across  California, 
through  the  long  and  lonely  Nevada 
desert,  and  up  and  over  the  canyons 
of  Southern  Utah.  It's  so  vast  out  here 
Continued  on  Page  6 


SAN  FRANCISCO  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 

The.  Early  ficce&R  Clinic 


• Leo  Pa z,  Philippine  Studies,  • Luana,  Dance  Program,  • Michael  Ruiz,  Art  Department,  City  College  of  San  Francisco  is  your  best  educational  value  Just  $13  per  unit  for  credit  courses 

• Mo-Shuet  Tam,  English  as  a Second  Language  Dept..  and  • Leonard  Sana/a ro,  English  Dept.,  for  all  California  residents  including  Bachelor's  and  Higher  Degree  holders.  Non-credit  courses  are  free. 

t/whtmi  nUnv.  I.  lor.)  are  among  the  teachers  who  have  been  recognized  by  students  at  Fall  semester  classes  begin  August  19th.  Apply  for  admission  now  Call  (415)239-3285. 

C/fy  College  of  San  Francisco  as  having  made  a difference  in  their  lives.  Alice  Shvarts,  You  can  access  the  Fad  Schedule  of  Classes  and  die  current  catalogon  the  Internet.  City  College 

Shufcnl  Trustee.  ( center ) seconds  their  selection  for  teaching  excellence.  of  San  Francisco  serving  our  community  since  1935  from  more  than  100  neighborhood  locations!  http://hiHs.CCSf.CC. Ca.USlEHM 


50  Plwtan  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94112 
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Steven  J.  McDonald 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

* a progressive  attorney  who  is 
efficient  and  effective  - for  less 

* sliding  scale,  flat  fees 

& low  contingency  rates 

CIVIL  RIGHTS 
CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
PERSONAL  INJURY 
FAMILY  LAW 

(415)  431-6229 

12  Gough  Street,  Suite  303 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
(by  appointment) 

" / am  committed  to  providing 
the  w orking  class  with  superior 
legal  services  at  affordable  rates. " 


Comprehensive  HIV/AIDS 
primary  medical  core 

Long  Term  Experience  in 
HIV  Medical  Management  & Core 

Multicultural/Multilingual  staff 

Psychiatric/Substance  Abuse 
evaluations  available 

Research  Study  Referrals  within  SFGH 

Social  Services  Onsite 

Minimal  waiting  time 
for  new  appointments 

ALL  ARE  WELCOME 


For  Appointments  & Questions: 
Rosemory  DePerez,  RN,  NP 
206-8494 

1001  Pofrero  Avenue 
GMC-IM3,  SFGH 
Son  Frondsco,  W 94110 
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It’s  To 

Hire  A Kid. 


SAY  VFS! 

Yuv-ru  Fun  fHf 

A public/prrvstfi  eitori  led  by  Mayor  Willie  L.  Brown.  J- . 
Supervisor  Michael  Yaki  6 the  SF  bus  ire  ss  ccmrmuty 
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CHINA  BOOKS 

& Periodicals,  Inc, 

The  best  selection  of  hooks  & 
magazines  in  English  from 
& about  China 

I Visit  our  new  web  [LiTI-KATUHkI 
site  for  monthly 
specials,  links  to 
China-related  sites, 
complete  catalog, 
secure  ordering, 
news  & surprises. 

URL:  

http:/www.chinabooks.com  lAcupuncture] 

► This  month  our 
retail  store  features 
books  published 
by  China  Books  & 

Periodicals. 

Save  20-50% 

* Libros  en  Espanol  |m  ,^,'^'5 

I Reference,  Lit  I JlKFKIKMCfi 
Children's  Books,  [__Pn  jl  os  op  h y J 
& Bibles  in  Spanish 
I Save  up  to  80%  , 
on  selected  titles 
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Folklore 


HISTORY 


ANCIENT*  HIST 
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every  da  yl  ^childrens 

• children’s  books  - S2/hb,  $l/pb 
2929  TWENTY-FOURTH  STREET 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
‘♦15.282.2994  -FAX:  415.282.0994 
e-mail:  chinabks@sirius.com 
Call  or  write  for  a free  catalog. 
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Homeopathic  Remedies 
Ecological  Household  Goods 
Inexpensive  Bulk  Foods 
Gourmet  Cheese  & Coffees 


Organic  Produce 

Natural  Bath  & Body  Products 

////// 

Vitamins  and  Supplements 

V //// 

Natural  Baked  goods 

//  /A 

Healthy  packaged  Foods 


Organic  Wines 


Indoor  Parking  More  floor  space  Bigger  Selection  Better  Service  Un 


BEATABLE  PRICES 


Welcome  to  tfie  OCew 
Ta  inborn  *7 ro  eery 


1745  Folsom  st.  @ 13th 
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Precita  Park  Tragedy 


With  prayers  and  holy  water  friends  and  neighbors  reconsecrate  the  earth  where  Carlos 
and  Sylvia  were  slain.  Photo  by  Dan  Fox 


by  Kurt  Bier 

A vigil  was  held  for  Sylvia 
Menendez  and  Carlos  Hernandez,  two 
teenage  lovers  shot  in  Precita  Park  on 
June  23.  The  vigil  drew  over  200  people 
to  the  site  of  the  tragedy.  Members  of  the 
community,  friends  of  the  families  and 
representatives  from  the  police  depart- 
ment and  community  organizations 
gathered  around  an  impromptu  shrine  of 
flowers  and  poems. 

A woman  at  the  vigil,  who  chose  to 
remain  anonymous,  was  one  of  the  first  on 
the  scene  of  the  crime.  After  pulling  up  in 
her  car  just  after  the  shooting  ended,  she 
ran  to  give  first  aid  to  the  seriously 
wounded  teenagers.  "I  wasn’t  sure  if  they 
were  dead,"  she  said,  "the  boy  had  a vague 
pulse."  By  the  time  the  paramedics  ar- 
rived, Ms.  Menendez  was  already  dead. 

"I  saw  her  die.  Her  eyes  were  moving 
around,  then  they  fixed,  her  body  con- 
vulsed, and  I knew  she  was  gone.  I have 
terrible  dreams  about  it,  where  all  I have 
to  do  is  put  my  hands  over  her  heart  and 
she’ll  live,  but  I just  can’t  make  my  hands 
move." 

Friends  and  acquaintances  spoke 


highly  of  the  murdered  lovers.  "They  were 
always  into  school,  never  messing  around. 
Everyone  liked  them,"  said  Robert 
Michell,  who  knew  both  victims  since  they 
were  in  junior  high  school.  Todd  Tynan, 
Menendez’s  social  studies  teacher, 
echoed  that  sentiment.  According  to 
Tynan,  Menendez  "was  smart,  motivated, 
she  would  always  challenge  me  in  class. 
She  was  always  smiling." 

Kathleen  Redding,  a communications 
teacher,  said  Carlos  "always  had  a smile; 
he  was  a nice,  giving  kid.  I had  just  finished 
writing  a college  recommendation  for 
him.  I keep  expecting  him  to  knock  on  the 
door  and  come  in  to  class." 

Bertha  Menendez,  Sylvia’s  mother, 
thanked  everyone  for  their  kind  words 
and  support,  "Everyone  has  helped  us  so 
much,"  she  said,  tears  streaming  down  her 
face. 

The  day  of  the  funeral,  police  arrested 
Magarito  Franco  and  charged  him  with 
the  murders.  In  a crime  without  apparent 
motive,  the  arrest  of  Franco,  a longtime 
friend  of  the  Menendez  family,  confuses 
matters  even  more.  The  slain  couple  were 
laid  to  rest  side-by-side  at  Holy  Cross 
Cemetery  in  Colma. 


San  Francisco  Buddhist  Center 


Serving  the  Mission 

FREE  INTRODUCTORY  CLASS  TUESDAYS  AT  7PM 
A non  sectarian  approach  to  Buddhism  in  the  modern 
world.  Offering  a comprehensive  introduction  to 
The  Art  of  Meditation.  (Call  for  schedule) 

37  Bartlett  (at  21st)  282-2018 

The  SF  Buddhist  Center  is  a non-profit  organization  and  part  of 

The  Friends  of  the  Western  Buddhist  Order,  an  International  Buddhist  Movement. 


THE  ORIGINAL 

F.  B.  COUNTY 

• This  it  the  originol  KB.  tOI  \TV 

• Mode  lor  Comfort  ond  Style 

• 100%  Cotton 

• Heovy  Duly  Threads 

.MADE  ill  Tilt  USA  'THU  REAL  OG  I:i<ISCO"im 


Russell  Sweats 

Many  Colors 
Up  to  XL,  some  XXL 

Crews  ® 1 8" 

Hooded  $20" 

Pants  * 1 8" 


UGHTSTONE'S 


Steak  Out  on  21st 


Jay’s  Cheesestcak,  the  spiffy  new 
sandwich  shop  at  3293  21st  Street  be- 
tween Mission  and  Valencia  Streets,  has 
been  ready  to  open  for  weeks. 

One  hundred  thousand  dollars’  worth 
of  remodeling  is  complete,  employees 
have  been  hired,  supplies  ordered,  and 
every  customer  contingency  planned  for. 
There  is  just  one  small  hitch.  When  Jay 
Shuheiber  first  looked  at  the  building  that 
would  house  his  life-long  dream,  he 
thought  it  was  perfect.  The  space  is  nar- 
row but  long,  39  feet  long.  Plenty  of  room 
to  work  with.  He  applied  for  the  necessary 
remodeling  permits,  and  building  inspec- 
tors nodded  their  heads  in  approval  every 
step  of  the  way. 

It  was  a complete  surprise,  then,  when 
an  inspector  showed  up  one  day  to  check 
into  allegations  that  the  building  extended 
illegally  into  the  next  lot.  It  did,  by  16  feet. 
Work  was  ordered  stopped,  and 
Shuheiber  and  his  partner  Yusef  Nazzal 
were  left  up  a bone-dry  creek.  The  culprit 
was  an  addition  built  onto  the  structure  in 
the  ’60s.  Thirty  years  and  no  one  cared. 


and  by  the  time  Shuheiber  looked  into 
renting  the  building  neither  he  nor  the 
landlord  had  any  idea  a time  bomb  lay 
ticking  in  that  big  back  room.  "I  didn't 
know  a thing,"  he  told  the  New  Mission 
News.  Nobody  knew  until  last  month. 

To  solve  the  problem,  the  landlord, 
who  owns  both  lots,  must  apply  to  have  the 
lots  merged,  a process  that  can  take  five 
to  six  months.  In  the  meantime,  the  bills 
are  piling  up.  "If  I don’t  open  soon,  it  will 
be  hard  to  open  in  the  future.  I can’t  pay 
back  my  loans,"  Shuheiber  lamented.  He 
has  tried  to  obtain  a temporary  permit, 
but  the  Department  of  Building  Inspec- 
tions is  refuses  to  give  him  one,  claiming 
the  property  owner  will  renege  on  her 
promise  to  merge  the  lots.  So  far,  attempts 
to  elicit  compensation  from  the  landlord 
have  failed.  "We  are  100  percent  ready. 
The  minute  we  get  the  permit  our  doors 
will  open,"  said  Shuheiber. 

If  you  are  interested  in  cheesesteaks, 
keep  an  eye  out  but  be  careful  of  building 
inspectors. 

Kurt  Bier 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL 
CREDIT  UNION 
(415)431-2268 


Check  out  our  very  own  ~ new  ATM  machine 
located  at  the  new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  at 
1745  Folsom  Street,  corner  of  13th  Street. 
This  deposit  taking  machine  is  available  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m.  seven  days  a week!!! 


The  Best  Thai 
Food  in  the  Areal 

FOOD  TO  GO 

Now  Serving! 

Lunch  Special: 

Tel/Fax:  415-553-8911 


3406  -18th  Street  • S F 

Open  Mon.  thru  Sat.:  11  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  Sunday:  5 to  10  p.m. 


Join  us  at  a Summer  Graduate 
Psychology  Open  House 

Wed.  July  17 , Men.  Aug.  1 2 

6:oo-8:oopm,  777  Valencia  St.  SF  (415)437-3400 
http://www.newcolIege.edu/Programs/GradPsych 
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Yamo 

"hai  Kitchen 

Summer  Salads 


1696  Valencia  St.  • 282-1243 

OPEN  10-6:30  MON-FRI  • 10-6  SAT  • SUNDAY  CLOSED 


PAGE  4 NEW  MISSION  NEWS  JULY  1996 


Count  Them 
Among  Your 
Friends 

^Jarae  a constructive  neighbor- 
hood  meeting  you’ve  attended  in  the  last 
five  years  and  I’ll  bet  I can  name  one  or 
two  reasons  why  that  meeting  went  well: 
Larry  Del  Carlo  and  Melba  Maldonado, 
two  good  friends  of  the  Mission.  Whether 
or  not  you  know  them,  chances  are  if  you 
have  ever  been  involved  in  productive 
neighborhood  problem-solving,  the  work 
of  Maldonado  and/or  Del  Carlo  con- 
tributed to  your  prospects  for  success. 

Sadly,  both  Del  Carlo  and  Maldonado 
are  leaving  their  posts  at  City  HaJl.  And 
the  Mission,  like  all  of  San  Francisco,  will 
feel  their  loss.  Yes,  there  are  numerous 
rumblings  about  the  rhyme  and  the  reason 
(actually  the  lack  thereof)  of  their  depar- 
tures. Ajid  yes,  many  people  have  offered 
to  fight  for  them  to  stay.  With  this  column, 
however,  I will  not  explore  the  pros  or 
cons  of  this  approach,  for  it  is  turbulent 


terrain.  Instead,  in  honor  of  the  stability 
of  their  trails,  I will  look  at  the  direction 
they  offered  and  the  focus  our  community 
should  struggle  to  maintain. 

It’s  all  in  the 
Community 

All  across  San  Francisco,  and  in  urban 
centers  nationwide,  people  have  been 
groping  for  appropriate  responses  to 
metropolitan  problems.  At  the  last  neigh- 
borhood meeting  you  attended,  for  ex- 
ample, what  was  your  community’s 
concern?  Public  safety?  Jobs?  Housing? 
Drugs?  Poverty?  Social  services  for  youth, 
seniors,  or  families? 

The  list  of  challenges  facing  our  neigh- 
borhoods is  astounding.  But  he  resources 
that  have  been  cultivated  over  the  years  to 
meet  these  challenges  are  equally  breath- 
taking. Most  impressive  to  me  is  the  way 
that  two  committed  individuals,  Melba 
Maldonado  and  Larry  Del  Carlo,  could 
effectively  respond  to  so  many  of  these 
challenges  by  working  with  others.  Most 
of  us  would  be  hard-pressed  to  name  one 


Don’t  Let  Your  Branches 


Go  To  Waste! 

Home  & Professional  Gardeners 

Drop  Off  Woody  Primings,  Branches  and  Hedge 
Clippings  For  Free! 


Fridays  and  Saturdays  11  am  - 5 pm 
Saint  Mary's  Urban  Youth  Farm  on 
Alemany  just  west  of  Ellsworth 


Drop  off  yard  waste  and  pick  up  mulch  for 


garden  (Great  Prices!). 


San  FRANCISCO 
League  of 
Urban 
Gardeners 


For  more  information 
call  285-7585. 


your  yard  or 


San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 
SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 

3147  16TH  ST.  TEL  552-9122 
M-F  6 TO  5/ SAT  7 TO  5 
SUN  7 TO  4 


successful  community  development  in- 
itiative or  policy  that  didn’t  somehow 
benefit  from  the  work  of  either  Del  Carlo 
or  Maldonado. 

Del  Carlo  grew  up  during  the  activist 
days  of  the  Mission  Coalition  Organiza- 
tion (MCO)  in  the  1960s  and  1970s.  After 
marching  alongside  other  residents  and 
merchants,  Del  Carlo  quickly  proved  him- 
self to  be  a skilled  organizer  and  leader. 
The  MCO  not  only  spared  the  Mission 
from  being  bulldozed  and  redeveloped  at 
that  time;  it  also  secured  the  seed  money 
necessary  to  form  five  community-based, 
non-profit  agencies  to  address  the  press- 
ing needs  of  the  day:  health  care,  legal 
rights,  affordable  housing,  jobs,  and 
education.  Del  Carlo  began  working  for 
City  Hall  soon  thereafter,  during  Joseph 
Alioto’s  administration;  Art  Agnos  later 
appointed  him  to  run  the  Mayor’s  Office 
of  Community  Development.  Del  Carlo 
has  kept  his  hands  on  the  helm  ever  since, 
overseeing  contracts  with  hundreds  of  or- 
ganizations that  creatively  serve  the  par- 
ticular needs  of  the  city’s  neighborhoods. 
Mission  Hiring  Hall,  St  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee,  Mission  Language  Vocation- 
al School,  and  the  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation  are  just  a 
handful  of  agencies  that  effectively  secure 
jobs,  prevent  unlawful  evictions,  educate 
immigrants,  and  provide  affordable  hous- 
ing to  people  in  the  Mission.  Their  succes- 
ses have  been  built  on  Del  Carlo’s 
community  development  approach. 

Maldonado’s  approach  was  entirely 
different.  In  1992  Maldonado  left  her  post 
as  director  of  the  Mission  Neighborhood 
Centers  and  quietly  began  using  her  clout 
in  City  Hall  to  empower  dozens  of  San 
Francisco  neighborhood  groups.  Instead 
of  focusing  on  the  services  offered  by 
agencies  and  non-profit  corporations, 
Maldonado  worked  for  self-determina- 
tion of  resident  associations,  neighbor- 
hood collaboratives,  and  citizen 
initiatives.  As  a project  coordinator  at  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Criminal  Justice,  Mal- 
donado fostered  leadership  and  conflict 
resolution  skills  for  hundreds  of  San  Fran- 
cisco residents. 

Though  her  personality  is  dynamic. 


Maldonado’s  professional  style  was  al- 
ways more  evocative  than  provocative. 
Rather  than  trying  to  influence  people 
with  her  charismatic  style,  she  cultivated 
their  voices.  Though  she  "used"  her  inside 
connections  at  City  Hall,  she  did  so  only 
to  increase  access  to  city  government  for 
the  individuals  and  groups  with  which  she 
worked.  Sometimes  her  responses  to 
neighborhood  pleas  involved  opening 
doors  so  that  the  community  could  attend 
meetings  with  various  department  heads 
and  mayoral  staff  members.  Other  times 
City  Hall  opened  its  doors  and  invited 
neighborhood  participation  in  order  to 
ensure  accountability  within  city  govern- 
ment. 

Urban  Arithmetic 

Two  different  styles.  Two  different 
purviews.  Two  good  friends  of  the  Mis- 
sion. During  his  tenure  Del  Carlo  ensured 
that  millions  of  city  dollars  enabled  advo- 
cates for  social  justice  to  provide  profes- 
sional services  to  the  community  through 
a number  of  community-based,  non-profit 
agencies. 

Throughout  her  years  of  service,  Mal- 
donado funneled  seed  money  to 
grassroots  groups  struggling  to  make  their 
voices  heard. 

Few  involved  in  constructive  neigh- 
borhood improvement  efforts  have  ex- 
perienced success  without  the  assistance 
of  one  of  these  Mission  friends.  We’re  not 
talking  about  simple  calculations,  but 
both  Maldonado  and  Del  Carlo  have 
demonstrated  that  there  is  such  a thing  as 
urban  arithmetic.  One  committed  in- 
dividual plus  another  committed  in- 
dividual equals  an  increased  chance  of 
productive  problem-solving.  If  there’s 
one  thing  we’ve  learned  from  these  Mis- 
sion loyalists,  it’s  that  there’s  power  in 
numbers. 

With  the  loss  of  these  two  strong 
voices  in  City  Hall,  we  owe  it  to  them  and 
to  one  another  to  keep  up  the  arithmetic, 
to  maintain  the  struggle,  and  to  build  upon 
their  valuable  investment  in  our  com- 
munity. 
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Why  Mary  Lost  Her  Head 


Reign  of  error  parks 
recreation  and  wrecks 
parks 

Soccer  fields  full  of  gopher  holes, 
parks  and  playgrounds  covered  with  graf- 
fiti and  controlled  by  drug  dealers,  simple 
park  renovation  projects  mired  in  red 
tape  year  after  year  with  no  end  in  sight, 
and  a bureaucracy  that  shuns  and 
punishes  its  best  workers  for  trying  to  do 
their  jobs  correctly:  these  are  some  of  the 
problems  that  I have  personally  en- 
countered during  the  last  five  years  while 
advocating  for  supervised  recreation  ser- 
vices and  park  improvements  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, particularly  in  the  Mission  District. 

Nuts,  bolts,  and 
brass  tacks 

I first  realized  there  was  something 
wrong  with  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  when  I tried  to  get  two  gates 
locked  and  unlocked  on  a schedule  at  Jose 
Coronado  Playground  back  in  January  of 
1991.  It  took  14  letters  over  a period  of 
nine  months  to  get  the  department  to  per- 
form this  simple  task.  After  I sent  nine 
letters  to  the  mayor,  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, and  the  Recreation  and  Park  Com- 
mission, the  powers  that  be  actually 
started  trying  to  open  and  shut  the  gates 
on  the  requested  schedule.  That’s  when 


the  Park  Wreckers  discovered  that  they 
simply  didn’t  have  enough  control  over 
their  employees  to  get  the  job  done.  I had 
to  send  five  more  letters  before  they  ac- 
tually got  it  right. 

In  September  of  1991,  the  Friends  of 
Jose  Coronado  Playground  submitted  a 
renovation  proposal  to  the  Citizens’  Open 
Space  Advisory  Committee.  The 
proposed  renovation  was  funded  in  Oc- 
tober 1992,  but  nearly  four  years  later,  the 
first  spoon  full  of  earth  has  yet  to  be 
turned.  See,  the  city  hasn’t  finished  draw- 
ing the  pictures  yet.  They’ve  been  drawing 
pictures  of  a bathroom,  a recreation 
room,  an  office,  a few  field  lights,  and 
assorted  and  sundry  playground  equip- 
ment, basketball  and  tennis  net  poles,  soc- 
cer goals,  and  painted  court  lines  for 
nearly  four  years  now,  and  they’re  not 
finished  yet. 

To  add  insult  to  injury,  when  former 
Jose  Coronado  Playground  Recreation 
Director  Jose  Coronado  died  of 
pneumonia  on  May  29, 1991  at  the  age  of 
36,  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
told  us  that  they  could  not  find  anyone 
who  was  willing  to  work  at  the  playground. 
We  had  to  recruit  our  own  recreation  su- 
pervisor from  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood and  then  force  the  Park  Wreckers  to 
hire  him 

Jose  Guzman,  a young  man  who  grew 
up  in  the  inner  Mission,  stepped  into  Jose 
Coronado’s  shoes  about  three  years  ago. 
Guzman  is  already  coaching  six  soccer 
teams,  organizing  numerous  activities  and 
tournaments  at  the  playground,  and  su- 
pervising the  day-to-day  operation  of  the 
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Mission  Y outh  Soccer  League.  Guzman  is 
doing  such  a good  job  that  even  the  Park 
Wreckers  had  to  acknowledge  his  ac- 
complishments by  promoting  him  to  per- 
manent employee  status. 

The  saga  of  Jose 

Coronado 

Even  though  Jose  Coronado  worked 
for  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
for  12  years,  he  was  never  promoted;  he 
cared  more  about  the  welfare  of  the 
children  under  his  charge  than  he  did 
about  ivory  tower  politics. 

As  a soccer  coach,  assistant  recreation 
director,  and  guidance  counselor, 
Coronado  selflessly  devoted  his  adult  life 
and  much  of  his  own  money  to  nurturing 
the  children  of  the  Mission  District.  His 
recreation  and  soccer  programs  were  ex- 
tremely successful;  because  of  his  dedica- 
tion to  our  youth,  the  community  looked 
to  Coronado  as  a role  model  and  a hero. 

But  while  he  was  alive,  Coronado 
received  virtually  no  support  from  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department.  In  fact, 
the  Park  Wreckers  had  so  little  under- 
standing of  what  Coronado  was  doing  that 
a few  months  before  his  death  they 
sabotaged  his  soccer  programs  by  "inad- 
vertently" scheduling  him  to  work  in  two 
different  places  at  the  same  time. 

After  his  death  the  community  asked 
the  department  to  rename  Folsom 
Playground  to  honor  Coronado.  We  sub- 
mitted a petition  prepared  by  a local  at- 
torney and  accompanied  by  more  than 
500  petition  signatures  from  neighbor- 
hood residents  and  12  letters  of  support 
from  a variety  of  community  leaders  in- 
cluding San  Francisco  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  Director  John  Ferrera,  McAteer 
High  School  teacher  Jack  D’Angelo,  PAL 
Director  Joseph  Molo,  and  Chief  of 
Police  Willis  Casey. 

First,  the  department  said  that  it  only 
took  them  five  minutes  looking  in  the  En- 
cyclopedia Americana  to  discover  that 
Folsom  Park  was  named  after  a famous 
American  general  who  was  a hero  of  the 


Mexican- American  war.  But  it  turned  out 
that  Folsom  Playground  was  really  named 
after  Folsom  Street,  which  in  turn  was 
named  after  Captain  Joseph  Libby  Fol- 
som, an  active  participant  in  the  genocide 
of  indigenous  Americans,  a thief,  a fraud, 
a slum  lord,  a tax  evader,  and  a regular 
patron  of  the  most  notorious  bawdy  house 
of  the  day. 

Then,  the  department  said  that 
renaming  our  little  playground  after 
Coronado  would  start  a stampede  of  ap- 
plications for  name  changes  for  hundreds 
of  facilities  all  over  the  city,  thereby  bring- 
ing the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission 
to  a screeching  halt.  Of  course,  this  never 
happened. 

But  most  exasperating  and  unforgiv- 
able of  all  are  the  words  uttered  by  head 
Park  Wrecker  Mary  Burns  back  in  Sep- 
tember 1992,  when  the  neighbors  of  the 
former  Folsom  Playground  made  an  end 
run  around  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Commission  and  petitioned  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  an  advisory  resolution 
supporting  the  name  change.  As 
Coronado’s  brothers,  sisters,  and  elderly 
parents  wept  in  front  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors City  Services  Committee  and 
about  75  members  of  the  public  and  the 
press,  Burns,  the  General  Manager  and 
head  Park  Wrecker  said  among  other 
things  that "...  Mr.  Coronado’s  contribu- 
tion to  the  community  was  not  notable.  He 
was  only  an  assistant  recreation  director 
and  does  not  deserve  the  honor  of  having 
the  facility  named  after  him."  To  this  day 
I can  still  see  the  tears  in  the  eyes  of 
Coronado’s. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  sub- 
sequently approved  the  advisory  resolu- 
tion unanimously;  and  on  Thursday, 
September  17,  1992,  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Commission  approved  the  name 
change.  Burns  kept  up  her  vindictive, 
bureaucratic  harangue  until  the  bitter 
end. 

Now  that  she  has  lost  her  position  as 
Director,  the  Park  Wreckers  might  even 
complete  the  Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field 
before  the  year  2000. 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY  WITH 
MISSION  AREA  NON-PROFIT  FOR  LATINAS 

Demonstrably  fluent  bilingual  (Spanish/English)  Small 

Business  Consultant;  $36,400/yr+benefits,  for  non-profit 

economic  development  program  for  Latinas  (ALAS). 

• Assist  with  development  of  and  conduct  business 
workshops  (in  Spanish.) 

• Consult  (in  Spanish)  with  ALAS  clients  to 
establish/improve  business  operations,  marketing, 
profit  margins. 

• Prepare  detailed  business  plans  and  cash  flow  projects, 

• Assist  clients  in  their  applications  for  financing. 

Women  of  Color,  Women  with  Disabilities  Encouraged  to  Apply 
Send  resumes  to  ALAS,  1398  Valencia  Street,  SF,  CA  94110; 

or  fax  to  (415)  826-1886  NO  CALLS,  PLEASE! 
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Historic  Doc’s  Clock.  Time’s  running  out. 

time  in  the  infamous  cottage  upstairs. 
("No  ghosts!"  he  told  the  New  Mission 
News).  Ludlow  remarked  that  his  depart- 
ment has  been  talking  with  the  Winters. 
The  lease  on  the  bar  apparently  will  expire 
next  March,  affording  the  opportunity  to 
find  a more  responsible  tenant.  Leal’s 
legislation  may  also  become  influential  by 
that  time,  mitigating  against  Soria’s  trans- 
fer of  his  permits  to  another  Durango 
dude. 

Meanwhile,  Doc’s  Clockers  do  their 


business.  The  bailed-out  Chavez  has  been 
reported  back  in  the  Bay  Area,  possibly  in 
the  Daly  City  area  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Pioneer  Club  amidst  the  decrepitude  of 
Sixth  Stret,  where  he  holds  a valid  liquor 
license.  It  could  be  a long  time,  Ludlow 
admits,  before  Chavez  is  finally  tried 
and/or  deported.  So  the  neighborhood 
will  have  to  grin  and  bear  it  a while  longer 
— or  wait  for  something  else  to  turn  up. 

At  Doc’s  Clock,  something  always 
does. 


Mary  in  Moab  continued  from 


page  -one 


cense  of  chronic  violators. 

Liquor  licenses  are  the  domain  of  the 
California  Alcoholic  Beverages  Control 
(ABC),  whose  inability  to  revoke  the 
papers  of  bad  bars  is  legendary.  "ABC 
doesn’t  revoke  liquor  licenses  on  repeat 
violators,  so  the  city  should  have  a one- 
stop  shop  to  revoke  business  licenses," 
Ambrunn  said. 

The  permit-holder  of  record  at  Doc’s 
Clock  is  Ramon  Soria  of  South  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Jalisco,  Mexico.  However, 
police  believe  Chavez  (who  also  uses  the 
names  Reynaldo  Sanchez  and  Tomas 
Chaves  Cabrales)  to  be  the  real  owner  of 
Doc’s  Clock  as  well  as  of  the  Diamond 
Club. 

Soria’s  1993  application  for  a permit 
for  billiard  tables  was  denied,  with  the 
following  notation:  "We  charge  that  the 
permit  holder,  Ramon  Soria,  falsely  ap- 
plied for  licenses  and  permits  without 
revealing  that  he  (has)  a hidden  partner, 
Tomas  Chaves,  a convicted  felon.  Chavez 
is  a well  known  narcotics  figure  that  has 
been  operating  in  the  Mission  police  dis- 
trict for  at  least  thirty  years."  According  to 
police,  Soria  is  usually  in  Mexico  and  sel- 
dom on  the  premises. 

Three  years  earlier,  Chavez  made  the 
mistake  of  including  his  name  on  the 
Diamond  Club  permit  applications, 
which  were  subsequently  granted  to 
Maria  Reyes  and  Sal  Lopez  with  the  fol- 
lowing provision:  "Taking  into  considera- 
tion the  above  finding,  this  application  is 
recommended  for  APPROVAL 
provided  applicant  Tomas  Chaves 
removes  his  name  from  the  application." 

Doc’s  Clock  has  a long  and  illustrious 
history.  "It’s  hard  to  see  from  the  street, 
but  there’s  a cottage  on  the  third  floor  that 
the  original  owner  added  in  the  ’20s  or 
’30s  to  house  his  mistress,"  Ludlow  said. 
Apparently  the  romance  ended  badly, 
when  the  sugar  daddy  came  to  his  love 
shack  one  afternoon  to  find  his  mistress 


entwined  with  someone  else.  Murder  fol- 
lowed. 

During  the  ’70s  the  bar  served  as  a 
front  for  bookmaking.  When  the  opera- 
tion was  finally  busted,  the  bar  was  used 
as  the  "bank"  by  one  of  the  largest  rings  in 
the  state.  Ludlow  recalls  a similar  bank 
that  did  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  of 
business.  Probably  enough  money  crossed 
the  bar  at  Doc’s  Clock  to  buy  up  the  whole 
Mission  during  this  heyday  of  organized 
crime. 

But  the  ’90s  brought  disorganization 
and  decline.  Doc’s  Clock  acquired  a 
grimier  reputation  for  narcotics,  rapes, 
and  stabbings.  Soria  acquired  the  permits 
from  A1  Briz  (who  himself  gained  fleeting 
notoriety  a few  years  back  for  creatively 
interpreting  the  Thirteenth  Amendment 
in  order  to  avoid  paying  undocumented 
workers  at  another  establishment). 

The  involvement  of  Chavez,  the 
Durango  Dude,  calls  to  mind  a story  re- 
lated by  Officer  Ludlow.  In  a burglary  at 
his  father’s  home  nearly  20  years  ago,  a 
gun  was  stolen.  In  1979  Fat  Walter 
Pacheco,  a reputed  Mexican  Mafia 
kingpin,  was  enjoying  his  steak  at 
Virginia’s  Restaurant  when  a rival  ap- 
peared with  a gun.  Fat  Walter  tried  to 
draw  on  his  foe  but  wasn’t  quick  enough, 
dying  with  unchewed  meat  accompanying 
the  blood  from  his  mouth  and  the  unfired 
gun  in  his  hand.  The  gun  was  later  iden- 
tified as  the  elder  Ludlow’s. 

Since  then,  establishments  Chavez  has 
had  a hand  in  tend  to  fare  poorly.  During 
his  association  with  the  Imperial  Club, 
multiple  murders  occurred,  one,  accord- 
ing to  Ludlow,  committed  by  Chavez’ 
brother,  who  was  a bartender  at  the  time. 
Chavez  also  ran  the  Durango  Club,  now 
Esta  Noche,  whose  management  remem- 
bers it  as  a "bucket  of  blood." 

Presently  the  building  that  houses 
Doc’s  Clock  is  owned  by  Ben  Winter, 
whose  son  Marty  remembers  living  for  a 


that  sometimes  it  hurts  to  try  and  see  it  all. 
I can  only  look  at  the  blue  blue  sky,  or  only 
at  the  mountain  ranges,  or  the  valleys,  or 
the  cactus  flowers  nearby  — but  I’d  need 
much  larger  eyeballs  to  see  everything  at 
once.  Our  Earth  feels  like  a real  planet  out 
here.  Riding  on  it,  it  feels  good  to  be  alive. 

Although  the  point  of  the  "Big  C to  Sea 
Tour"  across  America  is  to  advocate  for 
and  organize  with  young  adults  who  have 
cancer  (like  me),  the  ailment  that  really 
seems  to  affect  me  is  the  dreaded  flat  tire 
disease.  I had  already  suffered  four  flat 
tires  by  the  time  I crossed  the  Sierras  — as 
well  as  record  monsoonish  rains,  a plague 
of  flies,  and  unexpected  snowstorms.  Now 
that  I’m  in  Moab,  Utah,  just  a few  miles 
from  Colorado,  where  it  hits  93  degrees  by 
8:30  the  morning,  I wistfully  think  back  to 
that  dreamy  sleet  and  those  dreamy 
frozen  eyelashes.  These  days  I’m  grateful 
for  the  tiny  bits  of  shade  that  my  constant 
entourage  of  flies  provide. 

When  I’m  not  pedaling  through  un- 
believably gorgeous  landscapes,  I’ve  had 
the  good  luck  to  meet  many  bizarre, 
strange,  normal,  clever,  boring  and/or  an- 
noying people  — especially  in  Nevada.  (I’d 
always  though  Nevada  was  a flat  desert. 
After  crossing  a dozen  mountain  ranges  I 
feel  a bit  better  informed.) 

fn  one  tiny  town  called  Middlegate 
Station,  which  consisted  of  a bar/gas  sta- 
tion, I was  serenaded  by  guitar-toting 
cowboys,  ridiculed  for  eating  organic 
soup,  and  regaled  with  stories  about  kill- 
ing as  many  Vietnamese  as  possible 
during  the  war.  They  all  thought  I was  an 
idiot  for  ridifig  my  bike  across  the  state, 
and  even  more  of  one  for  not  bringing  a 
gun. 

I’ve  seen  only  four  bike  riders  on  this 
trip.  One  of  them  was  an  old  hippie  push- 
ing a bicycle  loaded  down  with  so  much 
stuff  it  probably  would  have  filled  a 
Volkswagen  bus.  He  provided  a 


monologue  about  what  a wise  sage  he  was, 
about  his  ongoing  quest  for  the  S unship 
(?),  and  about  how  his  trip  was  noble 
because  he  didn’t  wear  padded  bike 
shorts.  I still  wish  him  many  saddle  sores. 

One  disappointment  was  never  catch- 
ing up  with  the  man  who  was  "Jogging  For 
Jesus"  across  the  Nevada  desert  with  a 
cross  on  his  back  and  a wife  driving  behind 
him  in  a station  wagon.  However,  I did 
find  a whole  subculture  of  unbelievably 
hostile  teenage  girls  working  as  cashiers 
all  across  the  West,  who  have  dyed  and 
sprayed  hair  sculptures  balanced  at  in- 
spiring angles  on  their  heads.  I can’t  im- 
agine anywhere  worse  than  Nevada  to  be 
a bored  teenager. 

Nor  would  I want  to  have  cancer  out 
here.  At  least  in  San  Francisco  there  are 
resource  centers  and  places  like  the  Can- 
cer Support  Community,  where  people 
with  the  disease  can  gain  strength  and 
power  through  our  mutual  support.  Out 
here  there  is  nothing. 

Many  people  I meet  want  to  know 
what  possessed  me  to  do  this  ride,  so  I tell 
them  about  my  cancer,  and  the  sky-rock- 
eting rates  of  cancer  across  the  country. 
Cancer  is  a social  disease,  and  even 
though  I’ve  gotten  a bit  bored  with  my 
spiel,  I know  it’s  really  important  to  talk 
about  it.  I keep  talking  in  the  hope  that 
more  people  will  wake  up  to  the  fact  that 
we  are  all  affected  by  our  increasingly 
polluted  planet,  and  the  growing  pos- 
sibility that  we  or  our  loved  ones  will  be 
the  next  statistic. 

So,  tomorrow  I pedal  into  Colorado, 
and  after  a big  climb  over  the  Rockies  I 
won’t  have  to  even  think  of  another  hill  for 
at  least  three  states.  Yahoo! 

Giddy-up! 

Mary  Brown  will  continue  to  chronicle 
her  cross-country  adventures  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  New  Mission  News 
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FRANCES  LONA,  a good 

friend  and  photographer  for 
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the  New  Mission  News  died  last 

month. 

At  times  she  could,  as  only  a 
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limit. 
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We  regret  that  life  could  not 

love  her  back  for  a bit  longer. 
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Contract  with  America  or 
Contract  on  the  Mission? 

HR  3 136  means  more  homeless  on  the  streets 


by  Brian  Doohan 

TThe  Contract  with  America  is  a 
subtle  reptile.  Most  of  its  provisions  are 
hidden  and  their  effects  obscured.  One 
aspect,  however,  takes  effect  on  the  first 
of  the  year;  its  countdown  has  already 
started. 

Although  President  Clinton  and  a 
majority  of  lawmakers  would  seem  only  to 
be  marching  in  step  with  most  Americans 
by  supporting  HR  3136,  a bill  that  ter- 
minates social  security  and  health  benefits 
for  addicts  and  alcoholics,  a growing 
minority  of  both  private  and  public  service 
providers  are  viewing  the  legislation  as  a 
Contract  on  the  Mission. 

In  the  current  political  climate  the 
benefits  cutoff  isn’t  very  hard  to  under- 
stand. Most  people  struggling  for  a living 
don’t  see  why  drug  and  alcohol  addiction 
should  be  rewarded.  When,  last  March, 
the  House  of  Representatives  triumverate 
of  Armey,  Gingrich,  and  Archer  coupled 
benefits  denial  with  an  increase  in  the 
allowable  earnings  of  retired  seniors, 
Clinton  signed  on,  as  did  most  of  Con- 
gress. 

"Letters  have  already  been  sent  out 
from  Baltimore  (the  Federal  head- 
quarters)," explained  Roberto  Santis  of 
the  Mission  District  Social  Security  office. 
Those  designated  for  cutoff  (3,059 


citywide  by  most  accounts,  with  Santis  es- 
timating 252  in  the  Mission)  must  reapply 
and  show  another  cause  for  disability  by 
the  first  of  July.  Those  who  do  not  reapp- 
ly, and  those  whose  applications  are 
denied,  will  either  find  the  high-paying 
employment  that  contractors  say  is  out 
there  or  they  will  seek  General  Assistance 
(welfare).  Even  at  $345  per  month,  about 
half  the  SSI  level,  GA  would  cost  San 
Francisco  about  four  million  dollars  if,  as 
predicted  by  Social  Services  Department 
general  manager  Michael  Wald,  about 
two  thirds  of  those  cut  off  are  successfully 
readmitted. 

Four  million  dollars  is  greater  than  the 
budgets  of  whole  departments  in  Mayor 
Brown’s  tentative  1996-7  plan,  such  as  the 
Art  Commission,  the  Medical  Examiner’s 
Office,  or  the  Office  of  Business  and 
Economic  Development.  While  $4  mil- 
lion sounds  small  in  an  overall  budget  of 
$3  billion,  new  discretionary  items  such  as 
$200,000  for  domestic  violence  preven- 
tion, and  $1  million  for  open  space  res- 
toration and  ever-popular  "frills"  like 
police,  firemen,  and  MUNI  bus  repairs 
are  most  likely  to  go  on  the  chopping 
block. 

And  that’s  only  the  beginning! 

"The  Health  Department  will  con- 
tinue its  policy  that  nobody  will  be  turned 
away  for  inability  to  pay,"  said  Eileen 
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Shields,  speaking  for  San  Francisco 
General  and  the  neighborhood  clinics.  It 
is  more  difficult  to  estimate  how  much  the 
cutoff  of  benefits  like  MediCal  will  cost 
the  city,  but  given  the  nature  of  the 
population,  another  million  or  two  in  un- 
recoverable billings  seems  reasonable  --  a 
hit  that  will  further  weaken  San 
Francisco’s  strained  public  health  net- 
work just  as  decisions  whether  to  evict  or 
subsidize  tenants  who  can  no  longer  pay 
rent  will  impact  providers  of  low-income 
and  nouprofit  housing. 

Richard  Marquez,  who  counsels  low- 
income  Spanish- speaking  people  for  the 
agency  AYUDA,  sees  a particular  danger 
to  the  neighborhood  when  clients  are 
dropped  from  methadone-maintenance 
programs  and  MediCal-funded  alcohol 
recovery  programs.  Many,  he  thinks,  will 
wind  up  oq  the  street,  back  on  heroin  or 
King  Cobra,  and  scrabbling  to  make  up 
the  difference  through  crime. 

Marquez  considers  Wald’s  estimate  of 
a two-thirds  requalification  wait  rather 
optimistic  (a  "total  guess"),  as  does  Jenny 
Friedenbach  of  the  Coalition  on  Home- 
lessness who,  with  Wald,  attended  an 
emergency  summit  with  Mayor  Brown  on 
June  11. 

"Part  of  the  problem,"  Friedenbach 
told  the  New  Mission  News,  "is  that  we 
didn’t  really  find  out  about  the  effects  [of 
HR  3136]  until  after  it  had  happened."  As 
a result,  political  response  was  paralyzed 
and  rumors  now  proliferate  (Shields  is 
especially  concerned  that  some  who 
believe  they  will  not  be  treated  will  avoid 
seeking  medical  attention  — a possibility 
she  hopes  will  be  forestalled  by  an  out- 
reach program  now  being  set  up  by  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital). 

"Of  the  3,059  listed,  I think  at  least 
90%  would  qualify,  but  those  who  are 
excluded  will  drop  out  because  of  the  pro- 
cedure. For  people  who  are  disabled  by 
definition,  maneuvering  through  the  So- 
cial Security  bureaucracy  is  a full-time 
job." 

At  the  Mission  Social  Security  Office, 
however,  Santis  feels  that  his  staff  and  the 
public  will  be  prepared  to  deal  with  HR 
3136.  "Our  people  have  been  notified  as  to 
the  expected  workload,"  he  said,  adding 
that  he  feels  the  advocates  and  especially 
the  city  will  have  prepared  those  being  cut 
off  to  navigate  through  bureaucratic  cur- 
rents. 

Mayoral  spokesman  P.J.  Johnston 
confirmed  that  the  SSI  hit  hasn’t  yet  been 
factored  into  the  upcoming  budget. 
Mayor  Brown  himself  flew  off  to 
Cleveland  to  attend  the  National  Con- 
ference of  Mayors.  No  doubt  some  con- 
sultations on  such  Federal  "contracting 
out"  took  place,  but  according  to  Johnston 
the  matter’s  still  "on  the  table." 

One  complicating  factor  is  the  legisla- 
tion — still  pending,  according  to  Santis  — 
to  cut  off  benefits  including  health  care  to 
non-citizen  seniors,  even  those  with 
documentation  who  have  lived  and 
worked  for  many  years  in  San  Francisco. 
Because  of  its  association  with  various 
anti-immigrant  initiatives  and  the  Con- 
tract With  America,  rumors  persist  that  it 
has  already  been  enacted,  subjecting 
those  who  reapply  to  mysterious  sanc- 
tions. Whether  or  not  the  confusion  is 
deliberate,  it  complicates  the  task  for  ad- 
vocates like  AYUDA,  COH,  and  Mission 
services  like  Dolores  Community. 


Here  is  to  be  found  the  severest 
criticism  of  HR  3136  and  official 
response.  Friedenbach  admits  the  imme- 
diate crisis  of  getting  people  requalified 
has  pushed  political  response  back.  She 
anticipates  "some  action"  when  the  cutoffs 
take  effect  on  New  Year’s  Day. 

Marquez  believes  the  city  has  yet  to 
coordinate  itself;  he  suggested  that  a 
"reapplication  fair"  be  held  where  clients 
could  meet  with  attorneys  and  mental 
health  professionals,  minimizing  the  ex- 
tent of  the  almost  inevitable  falling- 
through-the-cracks. 

And  important  entities  have  yet  to  be 
heard  from,  including  the  City  Attorney’s 
office  and,  despite  the  emergency  meet- 
ing, the  Mayor.  "Willie  Brown  never 
brought  the  matter  up  when  Clinton  came 
to  San  Francisco,"  Marquez  complained. 
Nor  has  the  matter  surfaced  among  such 
natural  agencies  of  interest  as  the  national 
associations  of  mayors,  health  care 
providers  or  non-profit  agencies. 

HR  3136  was  popular  and  passed  be- 
cause most  people,  including  a lot  of  San 
Franciscans,  are  fed  up  with  drunks  and 
druggies.  They  would  like  them  to  get 
jobs,  but  jobs  are  hard  enough  to  come  by 
even  for  the  sober  and  the  sane.  Not  even 
Newt  Gingrich  has  the  power  to  make 
problem  people  disappear,  so  the  next 
best  thing  is  cutting  the  Federal  budget  in 
the  name  of  "empowering"  states  and 
cities  to  have  to  pick  up  the  slack  out  of 
the  pockets  of  their  taxpayers  or  take  the 
consequences:  more  people  living  in 
doorways,  more  crime,  more  blight. 

Mayor  Brown  may  have  talked  an  in- 
teresting line  about  allowing  the  homeless 
to  use  Bank  of  America  doorways  as  lodg- 
ings but,  Marquez  notes,  the  homeless 
sweeps  continue.  Matrix  has  lost  its  name 
but  not  its  mission.  So  that  leaves  jail... 

"Our  best  estimate  of  new  jail  costs, 
per  capita  per  day,"  Sheriffs  Department 
spokesman  David  Burke  told  the  New 
Mission  News,  "is  $72."  Jailing  the  newly 
indigent  will  consequently  cost  the  city 
about  three  times  the  amount  of  Federal 
cutbacks.  Moreover,  Burke  said,  if  this 
causes  overcrowding,  San  Francisco  will 
be  hit  with  sanctions  by  the  self-same 
Feds. 

America,  and  the  developed  world  as 
a matter  of  fact,  hasn’t  yet  figured  out 
what  do  with  its  surplus  population, 
downsized  out  of  the  workforce,  out  of 
hope,  out  of  any  notion  of  contractual 
reciprocity.  HR  3136  may  already  be  a fait 
accompli,  but  under  this  Congress  and 
this  President  a lot  more  "anti-govern- 
ment" initiatives  may  be  on  the  way  — 
measures  that  simply  transfer  the  costs 
down  to  the  local  level.  Good  politics  this 
may  be,  but  not  good  economics.  How  the 
city  deals  with  HR  3136  will  indicate  much 
of  what  urban  life  may  be  expected  to  be 
in  the  coming  years. 


If  you’ve  been  3136’d,  call: 

Social  Security  Hotline:  1-800-772-1213 
San  Francisco  SSI  Hotline:  558-4136 
Coalition  on  Homelessness:  346-3740 
AYUDA:  861-74199 
AIDS  Legal  Resource  Panel:  291-5454 
Swords  to  Plowshares  (Vets):  247-8777 
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Mission  High  battle  is  not  over 


TT he  battle  isn’t  over  until  we  say  it’s 
over.  That’s  how  Mission  High  School 
faculty,  students,  and  parents  reacted  to 
the  Board  of  Education’s  decision  to  hire 
Ted  Alfaro  to  replace  beloved  principal 
Lupe  Arabolos  last  month.  While 
Arabolos  and  her  two  ousted  assistants, 
Jan  Hudson  and  Peter  Long,  maintained 
silence,  the  Mission  High  community 
packed  the  last  four  Board  of  Education 
meetings  and  carried  their  protest  to  the 
streets  on  May  14  and  May  28.  They  or- 
ganized parent-community  meetings  at- 
tended by  over  80  people  and  they  began 
considering  ballot  initiatives  and  other 
approaches  to  regain  control  of  their 
school. 

In  April,  School  Superintendent  Wal- 
demar  "Bill"  Rojas  announced  that  the 
administrators’  contracts  would  not  be 
renewed  because  school  "progress"  -- 
measured  largely  by  standardized  test 
scores  — was  not  coming  fast  enough. 
Mission  High’s  huge  successes  in  reduc- 
ing its  rates  of  dropouts,  truancies,  and 
suspensions,  and  in  creating  a safe  en- 
vironment with  a wider  range  of  academic 
classes  and  enrichment  programs  were 
downplayed  by  the  district. 

Then  the  19%  CTBS  (California  Test 
of  Basic  Skills)  scores  came  in  and  showed 
a sharp  improvement  in  Mission  High’s 
scores.  By  national  standards,  the  student 
body  as  a whole  raised  its  rank  compared 
to  other  schools  by  as  much  as  12%.  With 
the  last  shred  of  rational  arguments 


against  the  Mission  High’s  program 
eliminated,  Rojas  nonetheless  chose  to 
ignore  the  scores  because  they  had  not 
been  "matched."  In  other  words,  the  stu- 
dents who  took  the  test  in  19%  may  not  be 
the  same  ones  who  took  it  in  1995. 

There  has  been  no  major  turnover  at 
Mission  High,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
think  the  results  won’t  hold  up  when 
scores  are  matched.  The  reality  is  that 
Rojas  has  made  up  his  mind  for  personal 
or  political  reasons,  and  facts  aren’t  going 
to  change  it. 

This  is  where  the  Board  of  Education 
is  supposed  to  step  in  to  protect  the  stu- 
dents and  limit  the  Superintendent’s  ar- 
bitrary power.  That’s  why  we  elect  them. 
With  two  exceptions,  however,  the  board 
members  are  either  dazzled  by,  scared  of, 
or  in  political  cahoots  with  Rojas.  On  J une 
1 1 they  voted  5-2  in  favor  of  hiring  Alfaro, 
a Peninsula  educator,  as  the  new  prin- 
cipal. When  Alfaro  came  out  to  Mission 
High  on  a recent  Friday,  parents  gave  him 
a cold  reception.  They  spoke  to  him  in 
Spanish  and  got  no  reply.  Previous  ad- 
ministrators were  all  bilingual;  students 
and  parents  fear  that  the  school’s  social 
environment  will  deteriorate  with  non- 
Spanish-speaking  administrators. 

Rojas  scoffed  at  such  concerns,  calling 
them  a smokescreen  generated  by  those 
who  opposed  change  at  Mission  High. 
The  board  agreed  to  reconsider  the  Al- 
faro appointment  on  June  25. 

Meanwhile,  talk  among  education  ac- 
tivists and  supporters  of  Arabolos,  Hud- 


son, and  Long  has  focused  on  the  idea  of 
replacing  Board  of  Education  members 
with  people  who  can  stand  up  for  students 
and  parents.  Four  board  members  are  up 
for  reelection  this  year:  Jill  Wynns,  Angie 
Fa,  Leland  Yee,  and  Steve  Phillips. 
Wynns  and  Fa  voted  to  keep  Principal 
Arabolos.  Yee  voted  against  keeping 
Arabolos,  but  then  backtracked  when  the 
language  issue  came  up.  (Yee,  perhaps 
the  most  wishy-washy  official  in  San 
Francisco’s  history,  may  run  for  Super- 
visor instead.)  Politically  well-connected 
Phillips,  the  board’s  president,  is  one  of 
Rojas’s  strongest  allies.  Mayor  Brown  and 
Representative  Nancy  Pelosi  are  hosting 
his  big  campaign  bash  this  month. 

San  Franciscans  should  consider 
voting  Yee  and  Phillips  out  if  suitable  can- 
didates can  be  found.  Activist  and 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  Director 
Randy  Shaw  has  suggested  a grassroots 
ballot  initiative  to  rehire  Arabolos;  if  we 
have  initiatives  to  rename  streets  and 
rezone  lots,  why  not  have  one  to  rehire  a 
principal? 

It’s  an  embarrassment  the  way  our  city 
regularly  hires  slick-talking,  well-dressed 
outsiders  to  run  its  agencies.  These  car- 
petbaggers, like  former  Housing 
Authority  heads  David  Gilmore  and 
Felipe  Floresca  (Rojas’  brother-in-law), 
live  high  on  public  funds  and  then  have  to 
be  bought  out  when  their  agencies’  cor- 
ruption and  failures  become  known.  I’m 


sorry,  we’ve  got  people  here  who  can  do 
that. 

For  more  information  about  the  strug- 
gle to  rehire  Arabolos,  Hudson,  and 
Long,  call  Mauricio  Aviles  at  585-8074. 

Brighter  Notes 

Recreation  and  Park  Department 
Chief  Mary  Burns,  the  worst  leader  in  San 
Francisco’s  worst  agency,  has  been  forced 
out.  Mayor  Brown  has  my  vote  based  on 
this  move  alone.  It’s  too  bad  we  can’t 
reconstitute  the  department  the  way 
Rojas  reconstitutes  schools  --  or  maybe 
we  can. 

Last  week  I went  to  see  BRAVA!  for 
Women  in  the  Arts’  first  production  in 
their  new  York  Theater  digs.  Playwright- 
in-residence  Cherrie  Moraga’s  Watson- 
ville drew  nearly  200  paying  customers, 
some  of  whom  hopefully  spent  more 
money  on  24th  Street.  The  play,  in  my 
amateur  opinion,  isn’t  so  great,  but  the 
show  was.  Wonderful  live  music,  a great 
set,  and  energetic  acting  made  it  a 
worthwhile  evening.  BRAVA!  still  has  to 
raise  a lot  of  money  to  make  the  York 
viable;  get  in  touch  with  them  to  help,  and 
make  sure  you  see  future  shows.  People 
who  live  within  four  blocks  of  the  theater 
can  get  two  seats  for  the  price  of  one  on 
weekdays.  Call  BRAVA  at  641-7657. 
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SAN  I KANCISCO  CONIXJMI NIIIMS 


Interested  In  Owning  Your 
First  Home? 


101  VALENCIA  offers  you  exciting 
city  living  at  a price  you  can  afford! 


Centrally  located  within  walking  distance  to  San  Francisco's 
exciting  neighborhoods , transportation  and  downtown 
cultural  centers  m SOMA , Castro  and  Mission  Districts 
■ BART  and  MUNI  m The  SF  Opera  House 
■ SF  New  Main  Library 


SPECIAL  HOME  FEATURES 


* 109  New  Condominiums  with  16  different 
floor  plans  including  40  with  lofts. 

* Designed  by  an  award  winning  architectural  team. 

*Bay  windows  available  in  some  floor  plans. 

* Beautifully  landscaped  central  private  courtyard. 
*Childcare  center  on  premises 
* Secured  buildings , underground  parking 
and  much  more. 

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


How  You  Can  Own  Your  Home 


*5%  Down 

*Mortgage  Assistance  ($145  -$333  per  month) 
* Deferred  Secondary  Financing 
"City  Seconds  " (from  $8,500  - $40,000) 


101  VALENCIA  offers  first  time  homebuyers  an  exciting  opportunity  to 
purchase  a home  at  these  affordable  prices: 

Studios  $85,000  Studios  + loft  $95,000 

1 Bedroom  from  $100,000  IBedroom  + loft  from  $130,000 

2 Bedrooms  from  $140,000  2 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $165,000 

3 Bedrooms  from  $180,000  3 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $200,000 

4 Bedrooms  + loft  $220,000 

* Available  for  qualified  households.  Income,  household  size  and  resale  restrictions  will  apply 

For  more  information  Call  -Toll  Free-  Suzy  Kurinsky:! 1800-793-1773 
To  receive  informational/application  packet,  please  complete  the  form  below 
and  mail  to:101  VALENCIA  c/o  Affordable  Housing  Marketing  & Sales, 

P.O.  Box  281527,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128-1527  or  fax  it  to  1/  510-795-8317 


r 


Yes!  Send  information  on  101  VALENCIA. 


n 


Name  of  Applicant 

Current  Address 

City 


Zip 


Day  Phone 


Evening  Phone_ 


Annual  Gross  Household  Income  from  all  sources  $ 


Resources  Available  for  Downpayment  & Closing  Costs  $ 
Number  of  people  in  household: Ages 

I (We)  would  be  interested  in  a : 

□Studio  □ 1 BR  □ 2BR  □ 3BR 


□Studio  -4-loft  □ 1 BR  4-loft 

Applicant's  Signature 

Co-Applicant  Signature 


□ 2BR  +loft  □ 3BR  +loft  Q 4BR+loft 


L 


J 
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Letters  To  The  Editor 


Editor, 

A great  deal  upsets  me  about  our 
society.  The  abuse  of  the  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  in  what  seems  like  a 
war  on  citizens  rather  than  a measure  to 
control  parking;  the  abuse  of  our  environ- 
ment; the  belief  that  the  medical  profes- 
sion has  more  concern  and  interest  in 
wealthy  insurance  companies  than  heal- 
thy patients  and  so  on  and  so  on...  But 
reading  about  what  is  taking  place  at  Mis- 
sion High  School  left  me  with  the  nauseat- 
ing realization  that  a social  criminal  act  is 
taking  place.  The  victims  are  an  entire 
high  school  of  students,  whose  outlook  on 
life  will  be  determined  by  a man  that 
claims  that  a high  school,  an  institution  of 
learning,  must  be  run  like  a business. 

Superintendent  Waldemar  "Bill" 
Rojas  is  removing  MHS  principal  Lupe 
Arabalos  and  her  staff  because  Ms. 
Arabalos  "is  more  concerned  with  meet- 
ing kids’  emotional  and  social  needs  than 
their  academic  ones."  Rojas  told  MHS 
students  that  he  runs  the  school  "like  a 
business."  A school  superintendent  can- 
not run  a school  like  a business  because  a 
business  serves  only  the  interest  of  profit. 
Education  determines  the  future  of  our 
society.  Our  doctors  now  also  run  their 
profession  like  a business  and  everyday 
their  is  less  and  less  trust  in  the  medical 
profession  and  more  and  more  people  are 


turning  to  alternative  medicine. 

I’ve  worked  for  many  businessmen  - 
New  York  City  bankers  to  be  specific. 
Businessmen  live  strictly  for  appearances. 
A wife  and  children  are  part  of  the  pack- 
age a businessman  skillfully  presents  to 
make  himself  seem  reliable  to  the  busi- 
ness community.  I suppose,  businessmen 
rarely  have  conversations  that  go  beyond 
small  talk  because,  as  Mr.  Rojas  puts  it, 
emotions  have  no  place  in  the  business 
world.  By  the  same  token,  business  has  no 
place  in  an  institution  meant  to  inspire 
young  people  to  have  a vocation  first  and 
interest  in  money  second. 

To  make  matters  worse,  MHS  is  a 
school  of  "minorities,"  as  Latinos,  Asian 
and  Blacks  are  labeled  in  this  country. 
Minorities  that  are  first  provoked  and 
then  judged  on  their  reactions.  If  the  stu- 
dents of  MHS  react  angrily  to  this  lack  of 
justice  and  vision  they  will  be  labeled  un- 
ruly and  disorderly.  If  Superintendent 
Rojas  were  truly  interested  in  the  well 
being  of  MHS  he  would  realize  that 
removing  the  students’  principal  will  un- 
doubtedly remove  the  students’  academic 
interest,  faith  in  justice  and  their  belief  in 
the  system;  at  such  a young  age  this  is 
indeed  a crime. 

Sincerely, 

Paula  Tejada,  Chile  Lindo 
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Guest  Opinion 

Support  Electoral  Reform 


by  Steven  Hill 

The  Electoral  Reform  Coalition 
has  proposed  that  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  put  on  the  Novem- 
ber 1996  ballot  an  amendment  to  the  City 
Charter  that  would  change  election  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  to  either  district 
elections  or  to  a form  of  proportional  rep- 
resentation called  preference  voting.  The 
coalition’s  goal  is  a voting  system  with 
candidates  who  are  community-based, 
who  reflect  San  Francisco’s  diversity,  and 
who  don’t  need  huge  sums  of  money  in 
order  to  run  for  office. 

The  current  at-large  system  is  defi- 
cient in  several  important  ways.  Voters 
who  are  racial  or  political  minorities  have 
a very  hard  time  electing  their  candidates. 
A candidate  needs  a lot  of  votes  to  win  (a 
minimum  of  90,000  votes  in  the  1994  su- 
pervisor elections),  and  it  is  very  expen- 
sive to  run  citywide  elections  to  win  that 
many  votes. 

San  Francisco  last  used  district  elec- 
tions in  the  late  1970s,  and  demographics 
have  changed  since  then.  The  city’s 
diverse  communities  are  geographically 
dispersed,  making  it  very  difficult  to  draw 
any  district  lines.  Latinos,  for  example, 
have  greatest  population  density  in  the 
Mission  District,  but  there  are  actually 
more  registered  Latino  voters  in  the  south 
central  portion  of  the  city.  The  city’s 
African  American  population  is  spread 
out  in  Bayview  Hunters  Point,  Western 
Addition,  and  Ingleside.  Asian  voters  are 
also  scattered  throughout  the  city.  Some 
gays  and  lesbians  are  concerned  that  dis- 
trict elections  may  confine  the  power  of 


the  gay  vote  into  one  district  centered  in 
the  Castro,  limiting  that  community’s 
voting  power  and  representation. 

Because  of  these  reasons,  many  com- 
munities are  interested  in  electing  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  by  proportional  rep- 
resentation, or  preference  voting,  be- 
cause it  allows  blocs  of  like-minded  voters 
to  win  representation  in  proportion  to 
their  voting  strength.  Compared  to  the 
current  system,  preference  voting  is  also 
an  at-large  system.  But  it  reduces  the 
number  of  votes  needed  to  win  an  elec- 
tion, and  therefore  it  has  all  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  a district  system  without 
having  to  draw  the  lines. 

Here  are  some  key  points:  (1)  Under 
the  current  system,  a candidate  typically 
needs  a minimum  of  90,000  votes  to  win. 
With  preference  voting  a candidate  will 
need  only  about  30,000  votes.  (2) 
Preference  voting  is  very  good  for  build- 
ing coalitions;  allied  organizations  can 
rank  each  other’s  candidates  on  trans- 
ferable ballots.  (3)  Candidates  don’t  need 
to  spend  so  much  money  to  win  since  they 
can  target  their  campaigns  to  certain  parts 
of  the  city.  This  allows  neighborhoods  to 
win  seats. 

On  July  15  or  22  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors will  vote  on  whether  to  put  election 
reform  on  the  November  ballot;  call  them 
with  your  opinion.  If  you  would  like  more 
information  about  election  reform,  call 
the  Electoral  Reform  Coalition  at  751- 
4474  or  558-8133. 

Steven  Hill  is  a member  of  the  Electoral 
Reform  Coalition. 
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History  Repeats  Itself  at  540  Capp 

New  Tenants,  Same  Landlord,  Same  problems 


by  Kurt  Bier 

In  1989  the  tenants  of  540  Capp 
Street  rose  up  in  protest.  Tired  of  the 
building’s  poor  living  conditions,  they 
Filed  a lawsuit  against  their  property’s 
owner,  Mercedes  Willis,  for  operating  the 
building  "in  a deteriorated,  defective,  haz- 
ardous, unsafe,  and  uninhabitable  man- 
ner." With  the  help  of  Bayside  Legal 
Advocates,  a tenants’  rights  law  firm,  the 
group  won  the  case.  A few  tenants 
received  monetary  compensation;  more 
importantly,  all  renters  were  promised  a 
clean,  safe,  maintained  building  to  live  in. 

Before  the  tenants’  lawsuit,  the  22-unit 
complex  had  suffered  from  severe  rodent 
and  vermin  infestation,  jammed  fire-es- 
cape exit  doors,  inoperative  fire  alarms 
and  sprinkler  systems,  exposed  electrical 
wiring,  and  general  dilapidation.  Tenants 
also  had  to  make  do  with  broken  stoves, 
heaters,  closets,  and  cabinets.  At  the 
height  of  the  conflict  Willis  Filled  a small 
courtyard  pool  with  manure,  creating  an 
intolerable  stench  throughout  the  build- 
ing (see  New  Mission  News  December 
1989). 

But  the  tenants  won  their  case,  taking 
the  property  owner  to  the  last  stop  on  the 
legal  highway  and  exacting  assurances 
that  she  would  mend  her  ways. 

Seven  years  later  Michele  Vasquez  sits 
in  a second-floor  apartment  in  the  build- 
ing. She’s  holding  a copy  of  a complaint 
filed  with  the  Department  of  Building  In- 
spection that  lists  numerous  problems 
with  her  apartment:  toilet  overflows, 
broken  closet  doors,  inoperative  fire 
sprinkler  nozzles,  a hole  in  the  bathroom 
ceiling,  and  a broken  shower  door. 

The  complaint  also  notes  the  overall 
condition  of  the  building:  fire  doors  off 
their  hinges,  fire  hoses  without  nozzles,  a 
missing  roof  door,  numerous  holes  in 
walls,  and  inoperative  fire  sprinklers 
throughout  the  building. 

Jose  Hernandez,  another  540  Capp 
Street  resident,  complains  of  similar 
problems:  cockroaches,  shattered  win- 
dows, a broken  fire  detector,  and  nails 
protruding  from  the  carpet.  A large  hole 
in  the  garage  ceiling  regularly  leaks 


shower  water  from  the  apartment  above 
onto  his  car. 

Vasquez  has  had  a number  of  run-ins 
with  Willis,  who  now  lives  in  the  building. 
The  police  have  been  called  on  two  oc- 
casions. "I  told  them  to  keep  her  away 
from  me,"  Vasquez  told  the  New  Mission 
News.  "She  says  she’s  the  victim  — that’s 
crap.  The  tenants  are  the  victims." 
Vasquez  claims  that  after  she  called  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection  she 
suffered  verbal  abuse  and  near  physical 
abuse  from  Willis. 

On  June  10  Vasquez  received  a Three- 
Day  Notice  to  Quit  or  Pay  Rent,  the  first 
step  in  the  eviction  process,  that  said  she 
had  not  paid  rent  since  February. 
Vasquez  has  rent  receipts  showing  her 
rent  to  be  paid  in  full. 

On  June  13,  Spanish-language 
television  station  Channel  14  showed  up 
at  540  Capp  Street  to  tape  a story  about 
the  tenants’  struggles.  Two  hours  before 
the  cameras  arrived,  exterminators  came 
to  the  building,  spraying  apartments  that 
hadn’t  been  treated  in  years. 

Vasquez  said  the  same  thing  hap- 
pened just  before  the  building  inspector 
made  a surprise  visit  to  540  Capp  Street 
on  May  14.  Maintenance  workers  made 
hasty  repairs  to  walls  and  fire  doors  — 
repairs  that  disintegrated  in  two  months’ 
time.  "Always,  before  the  inspector  ar- 
rives, they  make  these  bad  repairs," 
Vasquez  complained.  "It  never  gets  bet- 
ter." 


The  Mission  of  the 
Commission 

In  the  November  1994  voters  passed  a 
measure  creating  the  San  Francisco 
Building  Commission,  which  was  charged 
to  supervise  and  overhaul  the  heavily 
bureaucratized  Bureau  of  Building  In- 
spection, now  called  the  Department  of 
Building  Inspection.  "It  was  basically  a 
hostile  takeover,"  Building  Commissioner 
Jami  Sanbonmatsu  explained.  "Most 
people  in  government  didn’t  want  us 
there." 
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Michele  Vasquez  points  out  a poorly  secured  door  that  allows  children  access  to  the 
apartment  complex’s  roof.  Photo  by  Dan  Fox. 


At  that  time,  the  code  enforcement 
division  of  the  bureau  was  a joke.  Property 
owners  piled  up  fines  like  San  Franciscans 
pile  up  parking  tickets,  and  little  enforce- 
ment of  code  violations  took  place.  But 
over  the  past  two  years  Sanbonmatsu  and 
his  fellow  activists  on  the  Commission 
have  successfully  teethed  the  bureau.  In 
the  past,  liens  placed  on  buildings  for 
code  violations  adversely  affected  the 
property  owners  only  when  they  sold  the 
property.  Now  liens  are  added  to  the  value 
of  the  building,  increasing  the  taxes 
property  owners  pay  each  year. 

Also,  a new  fine  schedule  has  been 
implemented  whereby  the  amounts  of 
fines  are  directly  related  to  the  severity  of 
their  corresponding  violations.  Next 
month,  billboards  around  the  Bay  Area 
will  alert  the  public  to  tenants’  rights  is- 
sues. 

Most  importantly,  morale  has  im- 
proved among  building  inspectors,  who 
can  now  be  confident  that  their  actions 
result  in  actual  penalties,  not  just  paper- 
work. So  far  this  year,  inspectors  have 
issued  27  citations  — compared  with  zero 
issued  in  1995  - pouring  $300,000  into  the 
coffers  of  the  city’s  General  Fund. 

Plans  for  further  strengthening 
tenants’  rights  include  the  creation  of  an 
outreach  program  to  educate  tenants  and 


property  owners  of  their  rights  and 
obligations  and  redefining  owner  oc- 
cupancy to  make  it  more  difficult  for  a 
landlord  to  replace  a tenant  with  a family 
member. 


Mission  Impossible? 

But  at  540  Capp  Street  Vasquez  still 
needs  her  toilet  repaired,  Hernandez  still 
needs  roach  extermination,  and  all  of  the 
building’s  tenants  need  the  property  to  be 
maintained  with  more  vigilance.  St. 
Peter’s  Housing  Committee  is  assisting 
the  tenants  with  legal  matters;  a directors’ 
hearing  on  July  3 will  address  Willis’s  lax 
building-maintenance  policies. 

Will  the  cycle  of  neglect  and  oc- 
casional enforcement,  exemplified  by  540 
Capp  Street,  remain  the  norm  for  similar 
residential  properties  in  the  city?  Next 
year  will  be  telling.  If  the  Department  of 
Building  Inspection  can  assure  that 
landlords  will  take  proactive  steps  to 
abide  by  the  law,  the  future  for  San  Fran- 
cisco renters  will  brighten.  But  whether 
the  formerly  ineffective  agency  can  stand 
up  to  powerful  property  owners  remains 
to  be  seen. 


Hearing  to  be  Held  on 
Old  Cop  Shop  Sale 

Mayor  Brown  has  delayed  the  sale  of  the  old  Mission  Police  station  at  1240  Valencia 
to  get  a wider  sampling  of  opinion  on  a new  use  for  the  building.  Several  community 
agencies  have  expressed  interest  in  the  property  and  the  Mayor  has  asked  them  to  make 
a brief  presentation  at  a public  meeting  scheduled  for  Monday  July  8 at  6:00  pm  at  Bethel 
Christian  Church  1325  Valencia  Street. 

If  no  consensus  is  reached  at  the  meeting  the  property  will  be  up  for  sale  on  the  open 
market.  r 

For  more  information,  call  554-7111. 
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It’s  The  Economy,  Stupid! 

Notes  on  the  Enterprise  Community 
and  Related  Matters 

The  EC:  Clinton’s  Urban  Initiative 

by  Karen  Zapata 


sistant  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment Andrew  Cuomo  visited  San 
Francisco  on  June  17  to  announce  that  the 
city  will  receive  more  than  $41  million 
from  HUD  for  a variety  of  homeless, 
housing,  and  community  and  economic 
development  initiatives,  including  fund- 
ing for  the  Enterprise  Community. 

His  announcement  concludes  an  un- 
certain period  for  social  service  funding 
from  HUD.  "There  were  some  basic  dis- 
agreements in  Congress  over  HUD  fund- 
ing," explained  Larry  Bush,  Public  Affairs 
Officer  for  HUD.  "Congress  was  attempt- 
ing to  consolidate  funding  for  people  with 
AIDS,  the  homeless,  and  low-income 
families  and  then  slash  this  budget  by 
22%. " 

In  April  Congress  finally  passed  legis- 
lation to  continue  funding  such  programs 
without  consolidation  and  cuts.  The 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Community  Develop- 
ment counts  on  $41  million  annually  to 
carry  out  much-needed  services  like  job 
training  and  after-school  programs  for 
youth. 

During  his  visit,  Cuomo  and  Mayor 
Willie  Brown  signed  a Memorandum  of 
Agreement  for  $2.95  million,  which  will 
fund  the  Enterprise  Community  (EC) 
program.  Cuomo  praised  San  Francisco 
for  being  one  of  the  top  five  of  72  cities  to 
receiving  EC  funding.  "The  mayor’s  vision 


for  San  Francisco  is  the  kind  of  vision  that 
we  at  HUD  encourage  other  cities  to  have 
— one  of  strong  public  and  private 
partnerships  with  a focus  on  job  creation, 
business  expansion,  and  community  par- 
ticipation," said  Cuomo. 

The  Enterprise  Community  Initiative 
is  a key  element  of  President  Clinton’s  job 
creation  program  for  the  nation.  The 
funds  each  EC  city  receives  will  go  toward 
job  development,  training,  housing, 
economic  development,  and  human  ser- 
vices. Four  San  Francisco  neighborhoods 
will  receive  this  funding:  Bayview- 

Hunters  Point,  Visitation  Valley,  the  Mis- 
sion, and  South  of  Market.  Chinatown 
and  the  Tenderloin  did  not  receive  EC 
funding  but  are  part  of  the  planning  and 
decision-making  process  for  the  city-wide 
EC  program. 

San  Francisco’s  EC  program  is  com- 
posed of  a citywide  board  and  local  neigh  - 
borhood-based  planning  bodies.  The 
board’s  three  members  represent  busi- 
nesses, residents,  and  community  or- 
ganizations in  six  city  neighborhoods. 
Neighborhood  planning  bodies  in  each  of 
the  six  neighborhoods  set  priorities  for 
their  representatives  and  ensure  account- 
ability. 

The  neighborhood-based  planning 
bodies  used  an  open,  participatory 
process  to  identify  top  concerns  or 
"priority  outcomes"  for  their  respective 
neighborhoods.  Frank  Morales  is  resident 


representative  for  the  Mission  EC  pro- 
gram. "The  priority  outcomes  were  iden- 
tified through  a series  of  large  public 
meetings  where  people  expressed  their 
most  important  community  concerns," 
Morales  explained.  "It  was  really  an  open 
process  where  all  decisions  were  made  by 
those  in  attendance.  We  constantly  went 
back  to  the  community  with  those 
priorities  to  make  sure  concerns  were 
heard." 

On  the  basis  of  the  priority  outcomes, 
community-based  projects  were  reviewed 
and  chosen  by  neighbors,  businesspeople, 
and  community  organizations.  Twenty- 
seven  projects  were  chosen  to  receive  al- 
most $1.5  million  in  EC  funds.  "This 
process  is  different  because  residents 
were  on  equal  footing  with  businesses  and 
community  organizations."  Morales  said. 
"Funding  decisions  were  made  by  those  of 
us  who  live  here  in  our  neighborhood." 

The  27  projects  will  result  in  the  direct 
employment  of  157  people;  an  additional 
154  neighborhood  residents  will  receive 
job  training  and/or  job  placement  ser- 
vices. Over  800  youth  and  their  families 
will  benefit  from  after-school  programs 
aimed  at  reducing  school  drop-out  rates, 
parenting  classes  that  focus  on  preserving 
families  and  child  care,  and  ESL 
programs  that  help  increase  employment 
opportunities.  The  Mission  EC  program 
funded  six  innovative  programs  including 


the  creation  of  a youth-run  credit  union 
and  the  expansion  of  a mural  tours  pro- 
gram that  will  help  stimulate  the 
neighborhood’s  economy. 

"(The  San  Francisco  EC  program]  is 
the  template  for  economic  development 
in  the  neighborhoods,"  Cuomo  said 
during  a meeting  with  the  city-wide  EC 
Board  on  June  17.  "It  is  hoped  that  city 
officials  and  city  departments  use  the  ex- 
pertise of  the  EC  planning  bodies  to  con- 
tinue meeting  priority  outcomes  for  the 
neighborhoods." 

The  Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Development  commended  the  process  as 
being  "one  of  the  most  extensive  neighbor- 
hood-based planning  processes  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  city." 

In  spite  of  the  EC  program,  in  the 
Mission  there  is  an  efTort  to  recreate  the 
planning  process  that  the  EC  program 
began  - to  the  tune  of  $145,000.  The  Com- 
munity Economic  Development  Col- 
laborative (CEDC)  has  received  public 
funding  to  develop  a plan  for  the  neigh- 
borhood, this  time  with  outside  consult- 
ants and  without  an  equal  balance  of 
business,  residents  and  community  or- 
ganizations. For  these  reasons  the  Mis- 
sion Enterprise  Community  Planning 
Board,  at  its  last  meeting,  voted  unani- 
mously to  neither  participate  in  nor  en- 
dorse this  redundant  and  costly 
undertaking. 
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|_3182  jfiTHSUMIRRERO)  (4]5)_255-2440j 


<Tbeir  ^ ouse 


<3 


s? 


acoaz- 


CP 


^ 415*25#CREPE 


v4? 

A? 


S d/reel  c5^n 


Come  On  Cn! 


i.Q.’s 

Checked  At 
Door 


EXHIBITS  BY  LOCAL  ARTISTS 

Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  the  Creative  People 
Of  Bohemia  By  the  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

Open  Every  Day 

of  the  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 

(At  Jack  Keouac  Alley) 
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Calendar 
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WEDNESDAY  “ SATURDAY 


Egalitarian  Crafts  - A photo  sculpture  class 
for  lesbian  and  bisexual  women  of  color  25 
and  younger  6:30PM,  Proyecto  Contrasida  Por 
Vida,  2973  16th  St.,  Free,  Contact  Sandra  Ruiz 
at  864-7278,  Also  Jul  10, 17 

Sleepless  in  San  Fran  - Training  classes  for 
volunteers  to  man  the  AIDS^HIV  nightline  be- 
gin soon  call  984-1902  to  sign  up,  day  and 
night  classes  available 

Mess  With  the  Best  - Iraq:  A Human  Perspec- 
tive', an  exhibit  of  photographs  by  Bill  Hackwell, 
dramatically  portrays  the  hardship  Iraqis  still  suf- 
fer because  of  the  brutal  Gulf  War  You  missed 
the  opening  reception  but  can  still  catch  the  ex- 
hibit at:  The  International  Action  Ceoter,  2489 
Mission  St.,  821-6545,  Thru  Jul  31. 


THURSDAY  r 


Mime  Time  Players  - The  SF  Mime  Troupe 
presents  "Soul  Suckers  from  Outer  Space,"  a 
polemic  against  the  conservative  agenda,  which 
metaphorically  falls  from  the  sky  and  infects  an 
otherwise  friendly  town;  lots  of  glass,  ropes  and 
windy  days  in  this  small  town  I bet.  Part  of  an 
unfortunately  abbreviated  schedule,  budget  cuts 
you  know  1 30PM,  Dolores  Park,  Free,  285- 
1717,  also  Jul  5,  6,  7 


FRIDAY 

The  Closet  in  My  House  - Jazziness  hits  the 
Mission,  the  Blue  Room  Boys  play  at  Radio 
Valencia  7PM,  Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia 
St.,  Free,  826-1199. 

Mozart’s  Marriage  - The  Studio  Repertory 
Company  presents  Mozart's  “Marriage  of 
Figaro,"  an  engaging  drama  about  Figaro  and 
his  marriage. 


Rossini's  Barber  - The  Studio  Repertory  Com- 
pany presents  Rossini’s  “Barber  of  Seville,"  an 
engaging  drama  about  Seville  and  its  barber 


SUNDAY 

Andrew  Dice  Puccini  - the  Ina  Chalis  Opera 
Ensemble  featuring  a bunch  of  singers  with 
singer  like  names  presents  "Gianne  Schicchi," 
the  opera  and  comic  masterpiece  by  Puccini. 
7PM,  Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  St., 
$8/$3,  647-6015,  also  Jul  14,  21, 28 


MONDAY 

Heart  Beats  - Corazon  with  live  house  music 
by  SFO  Syndicate  with  DJs  Alain  and  Mauricio, 
Deep  House  - live  music/DJ  dance.  10PM, 
The  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia  St.,  $3, 552-7788 
Willie  Wants  You  - Come  to  a meeting  con- 
cerning the  fate  of  the  old  police  station,  now 
up  for  sale.  6PM,  1325  Valencia  St.,  Contact 
Mario  Padilla  for  more  info.  554-7118 


TUESDAY 

FREE  Food  - At  the  special  event  on  June  23- 
maybe  they  have  some  leftovers.  Tonight  its 
just  K.L.  Hill  and  Cyndi  Snyder,  they  read  po- 
etry, open  mike  follows  7PM,  Keane's  3300 
Club,  3300  Mission  St.,  Free,  826-6886 
Digital  Underground  - A computer  arts  class 
for  Latina/o  queers.  7PM,  Proyecto  ContraSida 
Por  Vida,  2973  16th  St.,  Free,  Pre-Registration 
Required!!,  864-7278. 


WEDNESDAY 

Christian’s  Assassin  Debut  - Deborah  Christian 
will  be  reading  and  discussing  her  debut  novel 
"Mainline,"  in  which  Reva,  the  assassin  for  hire, 
always  gets  her  man,  scary  stuff.  7PM,  Glen  Park 
Books,  2788  Diamond  St.,  Free,  586-3733. 


^BMCISCO  COMT^ 

^‘•"W  Riggs-  _ _ 

_ . • 


I 2.  TO  TP.M.’ 

1 DAWS 


3335  23  RD  ...6tr\*EEN  M1S5\0N/BRRTIETT 


THURSDAY 

And  Another,  And  Another,  And... 

Summerfest  '96  is  here  (we’ve  all  been  wait- 
f A . mg  for  it  I know)  presenting  the  best  dance 

lb  ] 550*9  »5o  around  the  bay<  hl9h  quality  work  from  veter- 
9 ans  and  rookies.  (Put  it  all  in  one  entry  Kurt) 

So  here  it  is: 

Program  1,  Jul  11,  12:  Anne  Bluethenal.  Ney 
Fonseca,  Priscilla  Regalado,  Laura  Elaine  Ellis. 


ou  MUG€  SHOWROOM  for  (tie  Ira* 
«e»«ctton  ol  Bicycle*.  Port*  ft  AccmoriM InSF  * 


BICYCLES  BY 


Composed  by  Kurt  Bier 
Design  by  Navorrete-Aloxon 

Program  2,  Jul  13, 14:  Alleluia  Panis,  Lea  Wolf, 
Paul  DelBene,  Sue  Li-Jue,  M Koob.  Program 
3,  Jul  18,  19:  Scott  Wells,  Sonya  Delwaide, 
Edmond  Gaible,  Marybeth  Cavanaugh.  Annie 
Rosenthal.  Program  4,  Jul  20,  21:  Stuart  Gold, 
Jeff  Friedman,  Cheryl  Chaddick,  Lizz  Roman. 
Program  5.  Jul  25,  26  Mercy  Sidbury,  Kimiko 
Guthrie,  Eric  Kupers,  Duncan  Macfariand,  Clare 
Whistler.  Program  6,  Jul  27,  28.  Megan  Nicely, 
Mary  Reid,  Emily  Keeler,  Randee  Paufve, 
Daniel  Levi-Sanchez.  Thu-Sat  8PM,  Sun  7PM, 
ODC  Performance  Gallery,  3153  17th  St..  $12/ 
$10,  863-9834. 

Must  Bring  Proof  - Radical  Women  meeting 
discussing  “Lesblot:  Israeli  Lesbians  Talk  About 
Sexuality,  Feminism,  Judaism,  and  Their  Lives," 
edited  by  Tracy  Moore,  the  development  of 
sexual  identities  in  the  context  of  the  Israeli 
occupation.  6:30PM(Dinner)  7:30PM(Meeting), 
Valencia  Hall,  523-A  Valencia  St,  $5  don  for 
dinner,  864-1278. 

Those  Infernal  Ferals  - SF/SPCA  Cat  Behav- 
iorist  Kristie  Bradley  joins  Joan  Bush,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Streetcat  Rescue  Team,  to  demon- 
strate taming  techniques  for  feral  kittens  and 
older  cats.  6:30PM,  SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St., 
Free,  554-3097 


SPECIALIZED 


SCH  W/IM/V 

MtSHtKt 


TREK 


USA 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


vaifa/c/a  crciffiv  HOURS:  10-6  MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  10  4 Sunday 


FRIDAY 


Great  Visionary  - Enk  Ehn,  that  is,  presents 
the  premier  of  his  “Tailings,"  a futuristic  fable 
which  tells  the  story  of  a rural  family  caught  up 
in  an  epic  trip  through  the  expanses  of  space, 
this  bold  production  is  a rich  landscape  of 
sound,  visual  imagery,  and  language.  Fri-Sat 
8PM,  Sun  7PM,  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia  St.,  Fri-Sat  $12.  Sun  $10,  273-1069, 
Thru  Jul  28. 

13 

SATURDAY  ~ 

Benevolence  Lost  - Help  the  animals  by  vol- 
unteering for  one  of  the  many  important  jobs  at 
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the  SFSPCA,  e.g.  dog  walker,  cat  socializes 
adoption  counselor,  Tenderer.  10AM,  SFSPCA, 
2500  16th  St.,  Free,  554*3087. 

Forum-Emerging  Artists  - Artists  reception  for 
“Go  Unnoticed:  Images  of  (Re)Generation," 
more  than  30  artists,  performers,  and  writers 
from  diverse  immigrant  backgrounds  will  ex- 
plore immigration  through  the  eyes  of  the 
emerging  cultural  worker.  3PM,  Galeria  de  la 
Raza/Studio  24,  2857  24th  St.,  Free,  826-8009, 
exhibition  thru  Aug  10. 

14 

SUNDAY 


White  Noise  - Hear  Bluegrass  done  up  right 
with  the  svelte  grooves  of  The  Dark  Hollow 
Band.  7PM,  Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia 
St.,  Free,  826-1199 

Food,  Fun,  No  Hills  - The  SF  Bicycle  Coali- 
tion and  Mission-based  youth  groups  sponsor 
their  second  annual  ride  for  parents  and  youth, 
learn  to  ride  to  Golden  Gate  Park  without  riding 
over  tiring  hills  (really).  11AM,  Precita  Park 
and  Folsom  St. 

16 

TUESDAY 

Brubeck  Live!!  - The  Orange  Symphonette 
plays  Mancini  featuring  Matt  Brubeck,  Joe  Gore, 
Ralph  Carney,  Rob  Burger  and  Pat  Campbell. 
9PM,  The  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia  St.,  $4, 
552-7788. 

18 

THURSDAY 


Brown  Boyz,  Making  Noise,  Without  Toys  - 

Come  to  a rap  group  for  gay  Latinos  ages  15- 
25  6:30PM,  Proyecto  ContraSida  Por  Vida, 
2973  16th  St.,  Free,  Contact  Ruben  Carillo  at 
864-7278. 

19 

FRIDAY 

Hip  Hop  Again  - Midnight  Voices  and  special  guest 
DJ  somebody  famous,  good  good  fun.  10PM,  The 
Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia  St.,  $5, 552-7788. 


Look-e  Here!  - In  conjunction  with  Glean  (see 
Ongoing)  Four  Walls  presents  the  Found  Foot- 
age Film  Forum.  8:30PM,  Four  Walls,  3160-A 
16th  St.,  Free,  626-8515. 

20 

SATURDAY  vl 

Two  Dicks,  a Dave  and  a Ralph  - It's  Rubber 
City  with  Ralph  Carney,  Richard  Ackerman,  Ri- 
chard Saunders  and  David  Slusser  - jazz  stuff 
7PM,  Radio  Valencia  St.,  1199  Valencia  St., 
$5,  826-1199. 

Catankerous  - Cat  behavior  specialist  Kate 
Gamble  conducts  this  monthly  seminar  on  kitty 
behavior.  She  explains  how  to  solve  common 
cat  problems  - how  about  their  stinky  pee? 
11AM,  SFSPCA  2500  16th  St.,  $10/$5  if 
adopted  from  SPCA,  554-3000 


25 

THURSDAY 


Where  Feral  - Feral  Cat  Relocation:  Issues  and 
Ideas.  SFSPCA  Ethical  Studies  Specialist  Leslie 
Wilson  addresses  issues  that  arise  when  relo- 
cation may  be  necessary  - sportsman's  club 
meeting  follows.  6:30PM,  SFSPCA,  2500  16th 
St.,  Free,  554-3097. 

26 


FRIDAY 

Second  Stringers  - CMCO  Associate  Conduc- 
tor Thomas  Kilgallen  and  pianist  Brian  Baker 
present  a Summer  concert  featuring  Tchai- 
kovsky, Mozart  and  an  original  piece  by  an  or- 
chestra clarinetist.  8PM,  Community  Music  Cen- 
ter, 544  Capp  St.,  $8, 647-6015,  also  Jul  27. 


Tides  of  Wadi  - The  spirit  of  desert  peoples,  the 
traditions  of  nomadic  life  and  the  beauty  of  deso- 
late regions  are  celebrated  in  Wadi,  choreo- 
graphed by  Yasmen  Sorab  Mehta  and  performed 
by  the  California  Contemporary  Dancers.  Also 
Tides  about  water  movin'  around  and  stuff,  by 
guest  choreographer  Dawn  Karlovsky.  Fri-Sat 
8PM,  Sun  7PM,  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  St., 
$16.50/$12.50, 621-7797,  also  Jul  27,  28. 

27 


SATURDAY 

Monogamies  and  Polygamies  - Lots  of  folks 
playing  jazz  as  part  of  In  Two’s  and  Three's, 
duets  and  trios,  jazzorama.  7PM,  Radio 
Valencia  St.,  1199  Valencia  St.,  $5, 826-1199. 


ONGOING 


Recycled  Ideas  - Glean  looks  at  how  artists 
today  are  working  with  found  materials;  it  is  an 
opportunity  for  artists  to  estimate  the  ‘value’  of 
objects  they  find.  Four  Walls,  3160-A  16th  St., 
626-8515,  Thru  Jul  26. 

I can’t  think  of  one  so  MURALS  - Take  a 
walking  tour  of  Mission  District  murals  given  by 
experienced  muralists  and  preceded  by  a brief 
slide  presentation  on  the  history  and  process 
of  mural  art.  1 :30PM,  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center,  348  Precita  Ave.,  $4/$3/$1 , 285-2287. 


We're  with  you  all  the  way. 


1-  I found  my  doctor 
through  821-DOCS. 


2.  1 got  the  good  news 
at  St.  Luke's. 


3.  They  taught  me  healthy 
habits  and  lifestyle. 


4.  My  nutritionist  taught  me  5.  My  baby  moved  and  the 
how  to  eat  healthy  tor  two.  doctor  says  we're  fine. 


6.  I saw  my  baby  in  a 
>aav. 


7-  We  started  childbirthing 
classes  today. 


8.  I toured  St.  Luke's  Birth 
Center  and  met  the  staff. 


9.  We're  off  to  a good 

start  thanks  to  St.  Luke's. 


St.  Luke's  Women's  Center  is  with  you  every  step  of  the  way  providing  a comprehensive 
health  care  program  for  both  you  and  your  baby. 

Moms  nave  access  to  full  hospital  support  and  a nursery  with  a pediatrician  on  staff 
24-hours  a day  to  provide  special  care  for  newborns. 

Mothers  can  have  labor,  delivery  and  recovery  all  in  one  room  with  a comfortable  homelike 
setting.  In  addition,  childbirth  education  classes,  midwives,  and  breastfeeding  education  and 
support  are  always  available. 


^ STRIKES 

rj|  HOSPITAL 


3555  Cesar  Chavez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  821-DOCS  (3627) 


3 A 


1650  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  285-7788 


St.  Luke's  Hospital  & St.  Luke's  Health  Care  Center 
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'-''  MULTIMEDIA  YEARBOOK  ^ 
A GREAT  GIFT  YEAR  AFTER  YEAR 


Each  CD-ROM  features  rare  videos  of'Wrld  events, 
entertainment,  sports  and  people  in  the  news.  In  the 
movie  theater  at  Times  Square,  you  can  explore  classic 
newsreels,  trailers  and  sporting  events. 

At  the  newsstand,  flip  through  a dozen 
magazines,  each  packed  with  year’s  highlights  in  facts 
and  figures.  And  at  the  video  arcade,  test  your  knowl- 
edge with  a fun  filled  multimedia  trivia  game. 

Perfect  for 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Reunions 

• History  buffs 

DUAL  PLATFORM  FOR  WINDOWS  AND  MACINTOSH. 


To  place  Credit  card  orders,  call 
gam-W  CXI.  307 
of  sx^kI  cbeck  or  money  order 
for  $14.95  each  includes  s/h  lo: 


O 


Jasmine: 

Multimedia 


MULTIMEDIA  YEARBOOK 

Jasmine  Multimedia  6746  Valjean  Avenue  Suite  100  Van  Nuys,  CA  91-i06 

i Hesrseod — MutiKifaYataAlti  lab) &xk*riBmypj\TMid$N9io(ti  rctdEhditf  S 

1 VjITX' 

• Address 


i i ity State Zip l 

i Telephone 307  i 
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mi 


Tile  010 

V/ORM  SOURCE:  f ORGANIC 
GARPEMG  CEWT£K 
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N & F Liquidation 

2526  Mission  St.  Between  21st  & 22nd  st. 


WHY  GO 
ANYWHERE 
ELSE!!? 

Top  quality  & 
Name  brand 
items  at 
closeout  prices 


ii  NOHAYPOR 
QUE  IR  DE 
COMPRAS  A 
OTRAS  TIENDAS ! ! 


ii  Tenemostodo 
de  Calidad. 
DePredoBajo !! 


r rmiNG 


SPECIAL 

SECTION 

FOR 

FULL& 

FULLER 

FIGURED 

WOMEN 

DRESSES  & 
PANTS 
UP  TO 
SIZE  52 

UNDER- 
GARMETS 
UP  TO 
SIZE  64 


Open  7 Days  A Week:  10:00  A.M  to  7:00  P.M 

(415)  206-0995 


I 


YOUTH  DISPUTE  MEDIATION 

Community  Boards  of  San  Francisco  is  teaming  up  with  the  Mission  community  to 
resolve  disputes  between  neighbors  and  youth.  CBSF  identifies  areas  of  conflict,  brings 
together  youth  and  adults,  and  tries  through  mediation  to  resolve  situations  in  a safe, 
mutually  respectful  environment.  To  refer  a dispute  call  the  case  intake  line  at  863-6 lOo! 


FOOTLOOSE  GETS  CLIMATE 

A sunnier  future  for  the  Climate  Theater  (252  Ninth  Street)  is  on  the  horizon.  New 
leaseholder  Footloose  Dance  Company  will  reopen  the  space  as  Venue  Nine,  presenting 
mixed  format  venues  mirroring  the  Mission’s  diverse  community.  Wednesday  evenings 
will  feature  progressive  music,  Tuesday  evenings  the  theater  will  host  Sight  Unseen,  a 
mixed  media  showcase,  and  Sunday  activities  include  a free  buffet  and  performances  by 
the  Readers  Theater  will  perform.  For  information  or  reservations  call  641-8800. 


SAFEWAY  EXPANDS 


Rejoice,  grocery  shoppers:  Safewa/s  new  store  at  2300 16th  Street  has  finally  opened. 
Twice  the  size  of  its  old  facility,  the  new  design  is  the  latest  Safeway  "concept"  and 
includes  a bakery,  deli,  full-service  floral  department,  seafood  department,  and  phar- 
macy. With  the  help  of  the  Mission  District  Employment  Development  Department,  150 
new  positions  were  filled  by  residents  of  surrounding  neighborhoods.  Martin  Swig,  the 
•developer  of  the  I6th  and  Potrero  shopping  center  that  includes  Safeway,  was  among 
those  attending  the  grand  opening.  He  is  pictured  above  with  his  wife  Esta. 


SOUL  SUCKERS  IN  THE  PARKS 


Though  major  cuts  in  federal  arts  funding  have  truncated  the  San  Francisco  Mime 
Troupe  s free  outdoor  performance  season,  the  legendary  players  will  still  bring  their 
unique  brand  of  witty  shticks  and  political  barbs  to  their  many  fans  in  San  Francisco  and 
Berkeley.  Soul  Suckers  from  Outer  Space,"  a retro  sci-fi  whodunnit  for  the  ’90s,  opens 
July  4 in  Dolores  Park,  where  it  plays  through  July  7.  Other  performances  are:  July  15 
in  Washington  Square  Park,  July  20  and  21  in  Berkeley’s  Live  Oak  Park,  July  27  and  28 
in  Berkeley’s  Cedar  Rose  Park,  and  August  3 and  4 in  Golden  Gate  Park’s  Sunken 
Meadow.  All  performances  are  free  and  begin  at  2 p.m.;  music  begins  at  1:30  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  285-1717. 


SOCIAL  SECURITY  MOVES  IN 

The  flurry  of  construction  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Valencia  and  22nd  Streets  is 
subsiding.  As  most  of  us  know,  the  newly  refurbished  building  will  house  the  Mission 
District  Social  Security  office  (1098  Valencia),  which  will  open  its  doors  on  July  15.  The 
office’s  toll-free  number  is  1-800-772-1213.  Call  between  7 a.m.  and  7 p.m. 


Photo  by  Dan  Fox 
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THE  THIRD  POLICEMAN  OPENS 

"A  comic  and  terrifying  tale,"  declares  the  New  York  Times  about  The  Third 
Policeman."  The  play  is  based  on  the  second  novel  of  the  late  Irish  writer  Flan  O’Brien, 
who  never  got  the  book  published  during  his  lifetime.  When  it  was  finally  published  in 
1967,  this  tale  of  murder  and  treachery  became  an  immediate  success.  A cult  hit  among 
those  who  like  cult  hits,  the  Penny  Farthing  Players  will  present  the  stage  version  of  the 
dark  comedy  at  New  College  (777  Valencia),  from  July  11  to  August  4.  The  director, 
Damon  Poeter  is  a veteran  of  A.C.T.  Playtimes  are  Thursday  - Saturday  at  8 pm  with 
Sunday  matinees  at  2pm.  Call  263-0714  for  reservations  and  information. 


SWEATSHOP 
WATCH  PHOTOS 
AT  MCCLA 

Sweatshop  Watch,  a California- 
based  watchdog  organization,  is  sponsor- 
ing "Faces  Behind  the  Labels,"  a photo 
exhibit  by  Robert  Gumpert  and  David 
Beacon  that  documents  the  lives  of  gar- 
ment workers  who  labor  in  cramped, 
dangerous  conditions  and  try  to  raise  their 
families  on  scant  wages.  Gumpert  has 
photographed  garment  workers  across 
the  nation  in  their  workplaces,  homes,  and 
on  picket  lines.  Beacon  was  a union  or- 
ganizer for  many  years  and  has  since  taken 
up  photography  to  continue  the  fight. 

The  exhibit  runs  July  11  to  August  10 
at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  (2868  Mis- 
sion Street).  A $15  donation  is  requested. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 
The  Enrkj  Access  Clinic 


Comprehensive  HIV/AIDS 
primary  medical  care 

Lonq  Term  Experience  in 
HIV  Medical  Management  & Care 

Multicultural/Multilingual  staff 

Psychiatric/Substance  Abuse 
evaluations  available 

Research  Study  Referrals  within  SFGH 

Social  Services  Onsite 

Minimal  waiting  time 
for  new  appointments 


ALL  ARE  WELCOME 


For  Appointment  & Questions: 
Rosemary  Deflerez,  RN,  NP 
206-6494 

1001  Potrero  Avenue 
GMC I M3,  SFGH 
San  Frandsto,  CA  94110 


TENANT’S 

LAWYER 

Eviction  Defense 
Rent  Increases 
Wrongful  Eviction 
Rent  Board  Petitions 
Lease  Disputes 


Free  Initial  Phone  Consultation 
Reasonable  Rates 

Weekend  and  Evening  Appointments 

(415)437-2643 

Richard  Hurlburt 
Attorney  At  Law 

503  Dolores  Street,  Suite  205,  at  18th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(by  appointment) 


Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
BILINGUAL  EDITORIAL  SERVICES 
TRANSLATIONS  for  PUBLICATION 


Special  Rales  for  Non -Profits 

415*824-7421 


SPANISH/ENGUSH  TYPESETTING  • AD  DESIGN  • LOGOS  • BUSINESS  CARDS  • NEWSLETTERS 
MENUS  • FLYERS  • BROCHURES  • INVITATIONS  • COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  ILLUSTRATIONS 
ACADEMIC  RESEARCH  ASSISTANCE  • PROOFREADING  • BILINGUAL  INTERVIEW  TRANSCRIPTIONS 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 


Job  Opportunity:  Monitor 

Milestones,  lie.  residential  substance  abuse  tx  program  for  parolees. 

F/T , P/T,  On  Call  Monitors;  provide  for  safety,  security  of  facility/residents. 
Supervise  activities,  document  events,  conduct  testing  for  drug/alcohol  abuse. 
Req:  h.s.  dip  or  eqiv,  social  services  or  security  exp, 
ability  to  interact  with  challenging  clients  is  essential. 

$7/hr.  Apply  M-F  9-5,  374  Fifth  St.,  SF  Bilingual  encouraged  EOE 


Cyber  Bhzhhr 


'your  one  stop  seoriee  center 

.Computer  Time  Rental 


e Internet  Access 

Software:  QuarkXPress,  Photoshop,  illustrator,  PageMaker.  FrameMaker, 
FileMaker,  FreeHand,  WordScan,  Acrobat,  Streamline,  Words,  works,  Claris. 

Fax  Service  (send  & receive) 

Copy  Service  (Quantity  Discounts! 


• Flyers 

• Menus 

• Business  Cards 

• Resume 

• Scanning 

• Laser  Prints 

• Labels 

• Binding 

• Laminating 

•Fedex 

• U.P.S 

• Mail  Boxes 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 

e-mail:  bazaar@aimnet.com 


♦ Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-  Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  <&  Axle  Service 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

• Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 





$ 10 
OFF 
SMOG 


INSPECTION 


FREE 
_ BRAKE 
* & 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
($25  VALUE) 


j . 
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Da 

Column 

by  Willie  L.  Brown  Jr. 

Da  Budget 


This  year’s  budget,  my  first  as 
mayor,  represents  the  initial  steps  in  our 
efforts  to  strengthen  law  enforcement,  im- 
prove the  long-neglected  Municipal  Rail- 
way, enhance  health  care  services,  and 
make  our  city  government  more  efficient, 
accessible,  and  responsive  to  the  people 
of  San  Francisco. 

It  is  my  hope  that  this  budget  plan  will 
serve  as  the  starting  point  for  achieving 
the  long-term  goals  of  the  city:  revitalizing 
services,  streamlining  and  clarifying  lines 
of  authority  and  accountability,  and  bring- 
ing our  city  government  fully  into  the 
modern  era. 

Vital  in  the  formulation  of  this  budget 
were  key  findings  from  the  Economic 
Summit  I convened  this  April.  This  sum- 
mit brought  together  400  representatives 
from  all  sectors  of  the  city,  and  from  that 
gathering  three  concepts  emerged  that 
are  essential  to  moving  the  city  forward: 

(1)  Build  on  the  city’s  strengths,  in- 
cluding our  strong  economy,  our  growth 
industries  --  finance,  tourism,  and 
trailblazing  newcomers  like  multimedia  -- 
and  the  talents,  enterprise,  and  creativity 
of  our  people. 

(2)  Address  the  city’s  long-standing 
needs,  including  affordable  housing, 
quality  education,  and  job  training. 

(3)  Plan  for  the  future  by  first  putting 
the  city’s  own  government  house  in  order. 

These  concepts  are  all  incorporated  in 
the  budget.  All  are  central  to  my  commit- 
ment to  enhance  and  expand  the  city’s 
economy  as  a whole  by  encouraging  the 
investment  necessary  to  retain  existing 
businesses  and  to  start  new  ones,  and  to 
create  jobs  and  fresh  opportunities  for  all 
who  live  and  work  here. 

Holding  the  line  on  taxes,  assess- 
ments, and  fees  — while  stretching  each 
taxpayer  dollar  to  assure  a solid  return  in 
city  services  — is  crucial  to  my  vision  of 
creating  a vibrant  local  economy.  We 
must  also  end  the  prolonged  drought  in 
capital  improvements  and  begin  investing 
again  in  our  parks,  museums,  civic  struc- 
tures, and  other  public  facilities  that  both 
contribute  to  economic  vitality  and  attract 
tourists  from  around  the  world. 

A growing  and  competitive  economy, 


coupled  with  public  services  that  support 
and  foster  enterprise,  are  the  engines  that 
can  propel  San  Francisco  confidently  into 
the  coming  century.  The  proposed  budget 
for  fiscal  year  1996-97  provides  for  $3.2 
billion  in  spending,  $1.5  billion  of  which 
forms  the  General  Fund.  This  represents 
an  increase  of  2.4  percent  over  the  pre- 
vious year,  which  permits  prudent  invest- 
ment in  rebuilding  the  city’s  infrastructure 
as  well  as  improvements  in  those  services 
on  which  the  people  of  this  city  depend 
daily.  Therefore,  I propose  the  following 
urgent  budget  priorities: 

Muni 

In  recent  years  maintenance  and 
street  supervision,  both  of  which  are  es- 
sential to  keeping  businesses  and  trolleys 
in  service  and  on  time,  have  seriously 
deteriorated.  In  keeping  with  my  commit- 
ment to  restore  Muni  to  its  former  status 
as  the  nation’s  best  public  transit  system, 
this  budget  will  deploy  15  more  street  su- 
pervisors and  add  25  desperately  needed 
mechanics  to  allow  for  24-hour  main- 
tenance of  our  diesel  and  trolley  fleet. 
This  will  keep  vehicles  running  and  on 
schedule.  In  all,  the  Muni  budget  will  be 
increased  by  $13  million  in  non-General 
Fund  moneys. 

Police 

For  the  first  time,  the  police  depart- 
ment will  be  brought  to  full  staffing  — 2082 
officers  — pursuant  to  Prop.  D,  passed  by 
voters  in  1994.  The  policy,  which  I in- 
itiated soon  after  becoming  mayor,  of 
deploying  officers  in  Muni  will  continue, 
as  will  patrols  of  Housing  Authority  sites. 
A total  of  55  additional  officers  will  be 
assigned  to  patrol  in  city  neighborhoods. 
We  will  begin  to  replace  the  department’s 
deteriorating  fleet  of  patrol  cars  with  35 
new  vehicles,  plus  an  additional  85  re- 
placements. Additionally,  officer  training 
will  be  intensified  and  the  Office  of 
Citizen  Complaints,  under  its  new  leader- 
ship, will  be  expanding  as  part  of  our  com- 
mitment to  excellence  in  law 
enforcement. 

Youth 

The  young  people  of  this  city,  by  far 
our  most  precious  resource,  were  too 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 


Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 


deserve  the  best? 

• Cognitive  Skill  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 


• Multicultural  Population 
• Family  Involvement 
• Affordable  Tuition 


This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap. 


often  overlooked  in  city  budgets  in  the 
past.  This  budget  responds  to  the  growing 
problem  of  juvenile  crime  with  a balanced 
approach  to  the  diversion  and  detention 
of  troubled  youth.  In  addition  to  better 
funding  for  the  community  programs  in 
the  Juvenile  Justice  Department,  I 
propose  to  increase  spending  for  after- 
school recreational  programs  and  to  en- 
sure proper  maintenance  of  soccer  fields, 
playgrounds,  and  other  facilities.  Also,  my 
public-private  SAY  YES  program  will  put 
500  young  people  into  summer  jobs  --  in 
addition  to  the  1900  who  will  be  employed 
with  federal  funds.  These  young  San  Fran- 
ciscans will  be  given  jobs  in  the  private 
sector  as  well  as  the  Public  Library,  the 
Recreation  and  Parks  Department,  and  of 
course  in  the  Mayor’s  Office.  Four 
childcare  centers  will  be  renovated,  and 
the  new  Youth  Center  in  the  Excelsior  will 
move  forward. 

We  all  know  that  education  is  the  path 
to  the  future  success  of  young  people; 
therefore,  next  year  I will  call  for  a special 
election  that  will  include  bond  issues  for 
San  Francisco’s  Unified  School  and  Com- 
munity College  districts.  I look  forward  as 
well  to  the  recommendations  that  will 
flow  from  the  October  Youth  Summit  on 
which  Supervisor  Yaki  is  already  hard  at 
work. 

Health 

I propose  that  we  increase  breast  can- 
cer outreach  and  basic  services,  par- 
ticularly in  high-risk  areas  such  as 
Hunters  Point.  The  budget  also  expands 
home  health  services  so  that  patients  can 
receive  quality  care  in  familiar  surround- 
ings — supported  with  family  and  friends 
— and  at  far  less  cost  than  in  a hospital.  At 
long  last,  funding  will  be  made  available 


to  the  new  Rehabilitation  Mental  Health 
Facility,  built  as  a result  of  a bond  initia- 
tive that  voters  approved  in  1988.  And 
finally,  a new  Department  of  the  Environ- 
ment, initiated  by  Supervisor  Shelley  and 
approved  by  the  voters,  will  be  established 
to  coordinate  the  city’s  many  environmen- 
tal efforts. 

Capital 

Improvements 

It’s  only  prudent  that  a city  keeps  its 
own  house  in  order,  not  letting  vital 
facilities  deteriorate  or  problems  fester, 
worsen,  and  grown  ever  more  costly  to 
correct.  With  that  in  mind,  this  budget 
provides  $21  million  for  capital  improve- 
ments including  the  removal  of  hazardous 
underground  storage  tanks,  improve- 
ments in  the  city’s  hospitals.  Art  Commis- 
sion facilities  and  other  public  property, 
and  improved  public  safety  through  light- 
ing improvements.  I applaud  Supervisor 
Leal  for  her  attention  to  this  aspect  of 
public  safety  in  the  Mission  District,  and 
her  success  in  securing  federal  funds  for 
lighting  in  that  area. 

In  proposing  these  initiatives  I am 
mindful  that  while  we  need  to  improve  the 
way  the  city  does  business  it  is  important 
not  to  move  so  hastily  as  to  dismantle  or 
damage  existing  services.  These  initiatives 
are  possible  in  large  measure  because  of 
the  revenues  generated  by  an  improving 
economy.  Budgeting  is  as  sharp  and 
precise  as  the  few  months  I’ve  been  in 
office  have  allowed.  Long-range  audits 
will  be  undertaken  of  each  city  program 
to  eliminate  duplication  of  work  and  inef- 
ficiency. However,  keep  in  mind  that  this 
budget  does  not  lay  off  any  of  the  rank- 
and-file  workers  who  provide  basic  ser- 
vices to  our  residents. 


We  feature  the 


Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
bean, and  other 
Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 
Contemporary). 

593  Guerrero  St  @ 

18th,  San  Francisco 

Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


Dicj  Deeper 

for  the  best  in  world  music 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you  get 
a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/ BENEFITS 


Education.  Job  Training.  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs),  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History.  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal,  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/ 421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Purpose  of  Loan 
Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


(3) 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CAUFOANIA 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

f = I Established  m 1937  Member  FDIC 

lender  We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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Neighborhood  Safety 
Partnership  Wants  You 

Block  by  block  organizing  mobilizes  families 


by  Karen  Zapata 

"Our  streets  aren’t  safe."  "I  can’t  leave 
the  house  at  night  because  I’m  afraid  of 
drug  sellers."  "It  seems  like  there  are  gangs 
on  all  the  corners  in  our  neighborhood." 
You  can  shut  your  door,  lock  yourself 
inside  and  hope  your  neighborhood  chan- 
ges or  you  can  do  something  about  it.  The 
Neighborhood  Safety  Partnership  and  the 
Corait)  de  Padres  de  Familia  (the  Parents’ 
Committee)  are  doing  something  about  it. 

The  Neighborhood  Safety  Partnership 
(NSP)  is  funded  by  a 1994  voter  initiative 
called  Proposition  Q.  Prop  Q provides 
funds  for  anti-crime  and  anti-violence 
work  throughout  San  Francisco.  With  this 
funding  the  NSP  designed  a citywide  pro- 
gram that  is  organized  according  to 
police-designated  districts.  Each  one  of 
the  10  districts,  or  neighborhoods,  has  one 
safety  outreach  worker  and  two  workers 
citywide  whose  job  it  is  to  help  residents 
organize  themselves  to  respond  to  crime 
and  violence  in  their  neighborhoods.  The 
model  is  based  on  the  idea  that  residents 
must  be  at  the  forefront  of  neighborhood 


organizing. 

Robin  Barnet  is  the  NSP’s  program 
director.  "Residents  know  the  neighbor- 
hood the  best  and  can  identify  the  existing 
problems,"  Barnet  says.  "The  safety  out- 
reach workers  are  a tool  for  the  neighbor- 
hoods." Barnet  explains  that  the 
partnership  is  between  the  residents  and 
support  people.  The  neighbors  need  to 
speak  up  and  work  together,  but  safety 
outreach  workers  can  bring  in  community 
resources  to  meet  needs,  or  [they  can) 
bring  in  the  Police  Department  to  help 
fight  crime." 

One  such  community  partnership  is 
that  between  the  NSP  and  the  Comit6  de 
Padres  de  Familia.  The  Comit6  is  a 
project  of  the  Community  Peace  Initiative 
and  is  in  its  first  year  of  existence.  About 
30  parents  have  been  meeting  monthly  to 
organize  their  blocks,  coordinate  train- 
ings, and  plan  outreach  sessions  to  other 
Mission  residents.  Their  meetings  are 
conducted  in  Spanish  and  their  work  is 
focused  toward  Latino  residents  of  the 
Mission.  "Many  of  us  come  from  countries 
where  the  repression  was  very  strong.  We 


We  place  the 
human  being  as 
our  central  value 
and  concern,  we 
affirm  the  equal- 
ity of  all  human 
beings,  we  ac- 
knowledge both 
personal  and 
cultural  diver- 
sity, we  promote 
the  develop- 
ment of  knowl- 
edge beyond 
what  is  accepted 
as  absolute 
truth,  we  up-  r 

hold  freedom  of  There  is  something  great  in  all  of  us.r*- 

thought  and  be-  » . 

liefand we repu-  * v IS  tlfTlG  tO  dlSCOVCf  it. 

diate  violence  in 
all  its  forms. 

Jo_participate  in  the  Personal  Work 
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Think  Change 
Call  4i5-437-346c 
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ARTS, 

MUSIC, 
LITERATURE, 
COMMUNITY 
& GLOBAL 
STUDIES, 
CULTURAL 
STUDIES 

Humanities  B.A.  Program 

OPEN  HOUSE:  WED.  JULY  17  & 24,  7PM 
766  Valencia  St.  SF.  • http://www.newcollege.edu 


5an  Francisco 
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are  working  on  overcoming  fear  and 
making  our  streets  safer  for  our  families." 
said  Gabriel  Morera,  one  of  the  citywide 
safety  outreach  workers  and  a member  of 
the  Comit6.  "At  our  last  meetings  we 
voted  on  four  trainings  to  present  in  the 
Mission:  leadership  training,  domestic 
violence,  neighborhood  clean-ups/graffiti 
paintoffs,  and  a training  on  drug-free 
zones  in  the  community."  The  group  has 
decided  to  meet  bi-monthly  and  will  use 
those  meeting  times  to  conduct  some  of 
the  training  sessions. 

At  a recent  Comit6  meeting  members 
were  trained  in  conflict  management,  an 
essential  skill  for  organizers.  "Neighbors 
are  learning  how  to  organize  meetings 
where  conflicts  and  confrontations  may 
come  up.  You  need  to  be  able  to  handle 
that,"  Morera  says.  In  organizing  the 

Mission  Federal 
Installs  ATM  at 

F ounded  26  years  ago  by  a group  of 
volunteers,  the  Mission  Area  Federal 
Credit  Union  serves  people  who  live  or 
work  in  the  Mission  District  or  the  sur- 
rounding area.  Over  the  past  few  years  the 
credit  union  has  grown  significantly  and  it 
now  offers  a full  range  of  financial  services 
that  cost  less  than  comparable  services  at 
many  other  financial  institutions. 

Membership  in  the  Mission  Area 
Federal  Credit  Union  comes  with  many 
benefits.  Members  receive  15  fee-free 
withdrawal  transactions  per  month  at 
Star-network  ATMs.  For  deposits,  an 


blocks  the  focus  is  first  on  getting  neigh- 
bors to  know  each  other.  "When  someone 
starts  to  organize  their  block  they  may 
have  a barbecue  or  a party  to  introduce 
neighbors  to  neighbors."  Morera  says. 
After  meeting  one  another,  neighbors  can 
work  toward  specific  solutions.  The  goal 
is  to  create  a neighborhood  you  feel  safe 
in,"  Morera  continues.  "We  need  to  take 
back  our  streets  (and)  make  our  neighbor- 
hood feel  safe  for  children  to  play  in." 

The  next  meeting  for  the  Comity  de 
Padres  de  Familia  will  be  held  July  8 at 
Carecen  ( 1245  Alabama)  at  6:30  p.m.  The 
meetings  arc  public  and  everyone  is  wel- 
come. If  you’re  interested  in  organizing 
your  block  with  the  Neighborhood  Safety 
Partnership,  call  Irving  Godinez  or 
Gabriel  Morera  at  553-1962. 

Credit  Union 
Rainbow 

ATM  was  recently  installed  inside  the 
new  Rainbow  Grocery  Store  (1745  Fol- 
som). The  machine  is  accessible  9 a.m.  to 
9 p.m.  seven  days  a week,  giving  members 
more  flexible  hours  to  make  deposits. 

It  is  easy  for  anyone  who  lives  or  works 
in  the  Mission  to  become  a member  of  the 
Mission  Area  Federal  Credit  Union.  Just 
come  to  the  office,  located  at  2940  16th 
Street,  suite  305,  fill  out  a simple  member- 
ship application,  and  open  your  account 
with  a S25  initial  deposit  plus  a one-time 
$5  membership  entrance  fee.  For  more 
information,  call  431-2268. 


OMll 

MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Photofinish,  film,  cameras,  repairs,  darkroom  supplies 
Black  & White  film  developing  (no  prints) 

$2.65  One  day  service 

Black  & White  dev  and  print  24  exposures  3x5  prints 
w/  ’’retro  look”  white  borders 
$1 1 .00  One  to  two  day  service 

Copy  old  photos,  $5.00  for  negative  (no  restoration) 
Color  or  Black  & White 

1089  Valencia  St.  (near  22nd),  SF  941 10  415)  641-8396 


Coc&taife  - Patcha 


Beto’s  Sound  D.J. 

Banda  & Cumbia 
Live  Music 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday 


No  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 

Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 
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Urban  Gardening 

by  Elizabeth  Platt 

What  To  Plant  In 


J uly  is  the  end  of  summer  gardening 
season,  which  means  it’s  time  to  start 
thinking  about  what  to  plant  for  your  fall 
and  winter  garden.  Hard  to  do  when 
you’re  smack  in  the  middle  of  summer,  but 
a bit  of  planning  goes  a long  way  toward 
successful  year-round  gardening. 

It’s  the  last  call  for  planting  the  follow- 
ing summer  vegetables;  look  for  short- 
season  (early)  varieties  to  make  sure 
they’ll  ripen  before  the  rainy  season 
begins.  All  of  these  can  be  either  direct 
seeded  or  set  out  as  transplants:  cucum- 
ber, sweet  corn,  snap  beans  (either  bush 
or  pole  varieties),  and  squash  (both  sum- 
mer and  winter  varieties,  including 
pumpkins). 

If  you  have  the  space  you  can  begin 
setting  out  transplants  for  your  fall  gar- 
den. If  you  prefer  starting  your  own 
transplants  from  seed,  now  is  a good  time 
to  do  it.  For  an  autumn  harvest  select 
short-season  varieties;  if  you  set  out  a 
long-season  variety  it  could  end  up  over- 
wintering, not  producing  until  the  follow- 
ing spring! 

If  you  want  a winter  garden  wait  a few 
weeks  - until  August  or  early  September 
— to  start  any  plants  that  you  want  to 
overwinter.  This  way  all  the  summer  crops 
will  be  harvested  and  the  fall  garden  will 
be  well  underway.  Just  be  sure  to  allow  a 
bit  of  time  for  the  winter  transplants, 
which  need  those  last  few  weeks  of  nice 
weather  to  get  established  before  the 
weather  gets  cool  and  growth  slows  down. 
The  best  plants  to  start  then  are  broccoli, 
cabbage,  cauliflower,  and  Brussels 
sprouts.  Give  the  first  priority  to  Brussels 
sprouts  — they  need  to  get  into  the  garden 
by  the  end  of  July  or  the  beginning  of 
August.  Second  priority  goes  to  both 


broccoli  and  cauliflower;  cabbage  is  a lot 
more  flexible,  but  be  sure  to  get  seedlings 
into  the  ground  before  the  weather  is  too 
cool. 

You  could  wait  until  the  garden 
centers  are  selling  transplants,  but  there 
are  advantages  to  doing  it  yourself  from 
seed:  it’s  cheaper,  you  get  a greater  selec- 
tion of  plant  varieties,  and  it’s  easier  to 
protect  your  tender  seedlings  from  pest 
damage  until  they’re  big  enough  to  go  into 
the  garden.  You  can  find  some  seeds  on 
sale  in  gardening  stores,  but  for  the  best 
selection  you’ll  have  to  order  from  seed 
catalogs. 

Aside  from  the  plants  mentioned 
above,  other  veggies  to  plant  now  include: 
beets  (try  the  golden  variety),  carrots, 
Chinese  cabbage  (also  known  as  Napa 
cabbage),  collards,  endive  (or  escarole), 
kale,  kohlrabi,  lettuce,  mustard,  parsnips, 
potatoes,  radicchio  (or  chicory),  radish, 
rutabaga,  spinach,  Swiss  chard,  turnips, 
and  winter  radish. 

This  is  also  a good  time  to  get  some 
herbs  established  in  your  garden  or  in  a 
few  pots  on  the  back  deck.  A lot  of 
hardware  stores  and  garden  centers  sell 
herbs,  but  make  sure  to  take  the  plants  out 
of  the  dinky  little  pots  they  come  in;  herbs 
need  somewhere  to  put  their  roots.  Give 
them  at  least  a one-gallon  pot,  or 
transplant  them  into  a garden  bed.  I sug- 
gest keeping  herbs  like  basil  and  cilantro 
in  pots  that  are  up  and  away  from  slugs 
and  snails,  which  just  adore  them.  Most  of 
the  popular  culinary  herbs  --  basil, 
oregano,  thyme,  sage,  parsley,  rosemary  — 
like  lots  of  sun  and  warmth.  Cilantro,  on 
the  other  hand,  should  be  kept  in  a cooler 
spot  or  it’ll  go  to  seed  before  you  can  say 
"salsa." 


GLEN  PARK 
BOOKS 

2788  Diamond  at  Chenery,  SF 
(415)  586-3733 

flou?s:  I $?gCt  At  Okom  WELCOME] 

M-S  10am-8pm  s‘““  “**••“""*“** 

Sun  10am-5pm  VISA/MC 


THE  DONUT  HOLE 

by  James  Tracy 

The  donut  shop  is  open  twenty  four  hours  a day 
It’s  the  demilitarized  zone  of  the  class  war, 
where  hookers,  pushers,  hipsters,  pimps, 
and  police  become  one  under  the  flourescent  lighting. 

They  ignore  each  other  with  the  skills  of  secret  agents. 
Consider  this:  A cinnamon  twist  cease  fire. 

"Hey  man,  can  you  spare  a few  bucks?" 

A man  sings,  "I  got  three  kids, 

I’ll  work  if  you  want  me  to. 

I’ll  even  bust  my  ass  for  the  hole  in  the 
donut,  baby  boy." 

People  who  beg  for  the  hole  in  the  donut  must  be  dealt  with. 

If  they  get  away  with  this  it  would  certainly  mean  anarchy. 

The  cop  stares  with  contempt  and  bites  his  donut. 

The  cops  won’t  bother  him  here- 
Johnny  donuts,  where  16th  street 
sells  Valencia  for  a quick  fix. 

It’s  2 a.m.  in  this  shrine, 
a temple,  an  accidental  gift 
from  Korean  immigrants  to  the 
Eternally  Enlightened  All-American 
Lumpenproletariat 
These  people  are  hated  by  most 
college  educated  Marxists. 

They  are  the  only  ones  tough  enough 
to  survive  a real  revolution. 

I’m  sitting  here  drinking  coffee 
to  cure  insomnia. 

I am  only  an  expatriate  of  the  mind. 

The  cop  in  the  corner  broke  a 14  year 
old  Salvadoreno  yesterday. 

A stranger  sits  down  across  from  me. 

He  talks  softly  of  shrapnel  in  the  skull. 

Saigon,  Vietnam.  He  wants  a dollar  for  some  soap. 

"Man,  I can  tell  the  Agent  Orange  is  still  in  my 
skin.  I got  to  wash  it  off, 
once  and  for  all." 

I believe  it,  really. 

Agent  Orange  must  have  altered  the  sperm  of  our  fathers. 

It  has  made  my  generation  into  a damn  mutation, 
condemned  to  walk  backwards,  chase  our  own  tails, 
and  always  turn  up  a few  cards  short  of  a full  deck. 

A woman’s  voice  breaks  the  tension  and  nearly  the  plate  glass. 
"Just  like  Freddy  Krueger  I’ll  be  in  your  dreams,  m**f**!" 

Then  another  voice  beats  out  a familiar  mantra. 

Coca,  Chiva,  Coca,  Chiva 
The  cops  rise  and  walk  towards  the  door. 

Send  your  poetry  submissions  to  Barbara  Bennett  c!o  New  Mission  News 


Hatha  Yoga  A Q A 
Classes  £ > 

Develop  strength,  flexibility  and  peace  of  mind  at  Iyengar  Hatha 
Yoga  classes  taught  by  Mary  Iannotti.  Classes  are  on-going, 
join  at  any  time.  Beginners  welcome. 

Tuesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm,  3435  Army  Street  at  Valencia 
Wednesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm,  IYISF,  Taraval  at  27th  Ave. 

Call  Mary  at  (415)  564-4340 


Chile  Undo 

CHILEAN  DELICATESSEN 

Catering,  Sandwich,  Salad  & Juice  Bar 
Empanadas,  Dulces  Chilenos 
Chilean  birthday  cakes  to  order 

621-6108 

2944  -16th  St.  (at  Capp) 

OPEN  MONDAY-  FRIDAY  9 am  - 6 pm 


Chilean 

Lunch 

Sat.  1 1 30am-5pm 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 


Jonathan  Hoare  Mark  Huckabav 

Photosr<\phv< 

41  5.437.2701 

417  fourteenth  street  san  francisco  California  94103 


For  more  information  call  552-0825 


*studio/Iocation,  events,  portraits,  artwork,  products,  ideas* 
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The  Beacon  Shines 


T'he  Beacon  Schools  Program 
trains  youths  for  the  future  and  gives  them 
activities  to  keep  busy  after  school  and  on 
weekends. 

Beacon  Schools  Program  was 
founded  in  a New  York  City  neighbor- 
hood by  a priest  and  some  community 
members  in  response  to  the  almost  weekly 
killings  and  violence  that  was  occurring 
among  area  youths.  The  program  has 
been  successful;  there  are  currently  five  or 
six  Beacon  schools  in  New  York. 

The  program  was  established  in  San 
Francisco  when  Superintendent  Walder- 
mar  Rojas  arrived  in  town.  Currently 
there  are  two  Beacon  schools  in  the  city: 
the  Mission’s  Everett  Middle  School  and 
a school  in  Visitation  Valley. 

The  Beacon  initiative  in  San  Francisco 
includes  a citywide  steering  committee, 
which  coordinates  the  program’s  ac- 
tivities and  does  policy-level  work.  The 
steering  committee  includes  three 
groups:  the  San  Francisco  Unified  School 
District,  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Children, 
Youth,  and  their  Families  (MOCYF),  and 
local  funders  interested  in  youth  develop- 
ment and  represented  by  the  Haas  Foun- 
dation. 

Natalie  Sear  of  the  Community  Net- 
work for  Youth  Development  works  as  a 
site  liaison  with  Beacon.  "The  steering 
committee  contacted  an  intermediary, 
which  is  us.  We  provide  technical  assis- 
tance and  other  kinds  of  support  to  the 
sites,"  she  said. 

Cindy  Fong  is  the  Beacon  Office  Stu- 
dent Staff  (BOSS)  coordinator  at  Everett. 
"We  teach  youths  job  skills  and  respon- 


sibility," she  said,  noting  that  the  vision  of 
Beacon  is  for  schools  to  become  com- 
munity centers  for  their  surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Ann  Birnbaum,  director  of  Mission 
Beacon,  pointed  out  the  program’s  two 
primary  targets:  to  serve  two  other 
schools  within  the  area,  specifically  Mis- 
sion High  School  and  Sanchez  Elemen- 
tary School,  and  to  offer  activities  and 
services  for  the  Mission  District  as  a 
whole.  "Our  goal  is  really  not  to  be  a com- 
munity center  for  the  community,  but  to 
be  a community  center  that  was  created 
by  the  community,"  she  said. 

Everett’s  Beacon  program  has  been  a 
successful  one.  Through  its  job  training,  a 
number  of  youths  have  gotten  summer 
jobs.  The  tutoring  program  has  helped  a 
great  deal. 

Program  participants  recently  put  on 
their  first  play,  Shakespeare’s  "A  Mid- 
summer Night’s  Dream."  Dance  classes 
are  also  offered.  Fong  explained,  "There 
are  just  a lot  of  activities  that  the  youths 
have  access  to  because  it’s  in  their  own 
school."  She  also  noted  that  a lot  of  youths 
want  to  join  the  program,  but  there  are  not 
enough  spaces  to  accommodate  them  all. 

The  Mayor’s  Office  of  Children, 
Youth,  and  their  Families  has  focused  on 
the  lack  of  funding  for  Beacon  schools 
and  is  expected  to  announce  that  addi- 
tional San  Francisco  schools  will  receive 
MOCYF  funding  to  become  Beacon 
schools.  A school  in  Chinatown  and  one 
in  the  Sunset  are  hoping  to  become 
Beacon  schools  by  the  time  the  new  school 
year  rolls  around.  But  only  time  will  tell. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

611  Florida  Street  (near  18th  St.)  • SF.  CA  94110 

(415)  285-8588 


VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 


Love  your  MW?  Wanna  keep  it  alive? 
We  offer  you  three  possibilities 

• Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics  with  a 
combined  total  of  70  years  of  VW  repair  experience. 


• We  offer  a unique  service  with  our  “do  it  yourself”  plan. 
Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to  work,  the  tools 
you  need,  and  the  technical  advice  to  get  the  job  done. 

• We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes: 

► A VW  class  specifically  for  learning  about  your  air-cooled  VW 

► Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  for  men  and  women 


You  can  see  that  we  have  ail  bases  covered. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  you  in  any  of  We  directions  you  choose. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 

Open  7 days  a week 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
r$  AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 

$10  OFF 

SMOG  INSPECTION 


/ 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
(415)  285-8588 


FREE  BRAKE  AND 
SAFETY  INSPECTION 
($22  value) 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
- (415)  285-8588 


$10  OFF 

OIL  CHANGE 
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Volunteer  of  the  Year 


1 he  San  Francisco  School  Volun- 
teers (S.F.S.V.)  program  was  founded  in 
1963  by  Gretchen  de  Baubigny  and  Matil- 
da Kunin.  The  two,  former  school 
teachers,  believed  that  every  child  had  the 
right  to  a good  education,  and  that  every 
member  of  the  community  had  a role  to 
play  in  the  schools. 

Today,  the  S.F.S.V.  embodies  these 
beliefs  in  nine  programs  that  aid  students 
and  their  parents.  The  S.F.S.V.  recruits, 
trains,  and  links  3,700  volunteers  to  over  a 
hundred  public  schools.  This  year,  one 
volunteer  stood  out  as  exemplifying  the 
program  volunteers’  shared  dedication, 
honesty,  and  caring:  Luis  Magallanes. 

In  1994,  after  several  years  of  teaching 
experience  outside  the  U.S.,  Magallanes 
decided  to  teach  in  San  Francisco.  Inves- 
tigating his  options  at  local  universities,  he 
learned  that  the  easiest  way  for  someone 
with  his  experience,  but  with  a lack  of 
California  teaching  credentials,  to  help 
students  was  to  go  through  the  S.F.S.V.  or 
a similar  program. 

"I  went  to  the  S.F.S.V.  and  they  were 
very  nice  to  me,"  Magallanes  said,  explain- 
ing how  he  came  to  work  with  the  pro- 
gram. With  the  encouragement  of  an 
S.F.S.V.  member  named  Mr.  Stewart, 
who  told  him  "you  can  do  it,"  Magallanes 
began  working  at  Mission  High  School  in 
September  of  1994. 

"In  the  beginning,  I worked  only  two 
hours  a day,  and  only  on  Mondays,  to 
fulfill  the  credential  program,"  Magal- 
lanes said.  But  Magallanes  realized  his 
students  needed  more  help,  so  he  began 
to  work  Tuesdays  and  to  stay  all  day. 


Working  as  much  as  he  did  meant  that 
Magallanes  had  to  give  up  his  other  jobs. 

Since  then,  Magallanes’s  involvement 
has  grown.  He  has  taught  Spanish, 
science,  and  other  courses.  Because 
Magallanes  does  not  have  official  teach- 
ing credentials,  a certified  teacher  is  in 
class  with  him  at  all  times.  In  Magallanes’s 
case,  the  certified  teacher  is  usually  a stu- 
dent teacher.  "I  do  most  of  the  teaching 
and  the  student  teacher  is  often  learning 
from  me,"  Magallanes  said  about  the  ar- 
rangement. 

At  Mission  High,  Magallanes  has 
earned  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
students.  For  some,  he  is  more  than  a 
teacher;  he  is  in  a way  a counselor.  "The 
students  see  someone  who  cares,  so  that 
is  why  they  can  talk  to  me  about  anything," 
he  said.  He  also  keeps  in  touch  with 
parents  of  his  students. 

Magallanes’s  hard  work  and  dedica- 
tion have  paid  off:  at  the  end  of  March,  the 
School  District  hired  him  full  time.  The 
S.F.S.V.  has  also  recognized  Magallanes’s 
accomplishments,  naming  him  the  Volun- 
teer of  the  Year.  His  award  states  that  he 
has  given  over  1,600  volunteer  hours  and 
that  he  has  been  a living  example  of  the 
S.F.S.V.’s  principles. 

After  so  busy  a year  you  would  think 
that  Magallanes  would  take  the  summer 
off.  But  Magallanes  says  he  is  going  to 
work  with  the  kids  who  attend  summer 
school.  He  also  plans  to  volunteer  else- 
where on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays. 
Best  of  all,  he  hopes  that  by  the  beginning 
of  the  1996-1997  school  year,  he  will  have 
his  California  teaching  credentials. 


ATTENTION  SUMMER  JOBS 
FOR  YOUTH  ARE  AVAILABLE 

POSITIONS  ARE  PART-TIME, 

WITH  MORNING  AND  AFTERNOON  HOURS. 

MUST  BE  ENROLLED  IN  A PRIVATE  SCHOOL 
MUST  BE  LOW  INCOME 
MUST  BE  14-21  YEARS  OF  AGE 
MUST  LIVE  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


IF  INTERESTED  CALL  206-2140 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica, you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  evety  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 


NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-82' 
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Joe  Knows  Bikes 


Bait  and  Tackle  Shop  Tackles  Cycling 


by  Cameron  Shaw 

T hose  who  get  nostalgic  at  the  sight 
of  any  vestige  of  "old  San  Francisco"  might 
already  know  of  the  big  red  "Bait  & 
Tackle"  sign  on  Mission  Street  between 
25th  and  26th.  With  its  bleached  paint 
cracked  and  peeling,  it  juts  out  over  the 
sidewalk,  a monument  to  a 70-year  history 
of  selling  bait  and  fishing  supplies. 

Joe  Gonzalez  took  over  the  business  in 
1992  and  recently  created  Modern 
Cycle/Modern  Bait  & Tackle,  a two-door 
establishment;  cyclists  enter  on  the  left, 
anglers  on  the  right. 

I walked  into  the  bike  shop  on  a Wed- 
nesday morning  and  immediately  felt  at 
ease.  No  Power  Bar  displays  or  promo- 
tional videos.  And  no  rows  upon  rows  of 
identical  bikes  waiting  to  be  set  free  from 
their  stockades.  The  front  room  is  small 
and  economically  arranged  — used  bikes 
and  a box  of  parts  lie  near  the  door,  acces- 
sories and  racing  jerseys  hang  on  the  wall, 
and  a bike  mount  stands  behind  the 
counter  where  that  morning  a pink 
tricycle  was  getting  a new  wheel.  (Its 
owner  was  waiting  patiently  in  her  daddy’s 
arms  outside.) 

After  a firm  handshake  Gonzalez  took 
me  back  to  the  office.  What  seemed  like  a 
modest  bike  shop  operation  suddenly  ex- 
panded into  a small,  eclectic  factory.  Fish- 
ing tackle  - lures,  rods,  weights,  and  reels 
of  all  sizes  and  colors  — covered  every 
wall. 

Around  1920  the  shop  was  owned  by 
Native  Americans  who  sold  herbs  and 
medicines.  Eventually  they  began  making 
baskets,  bone  fishing  hooks,  and  tradi- 
tional nets.  They  also  sold  live  bait. 

As  the  business  gained  a reputation 
over  the  years  for  fashioning  unmatched 
custom  reels  and  rods,  it  filled  orders  for 
Japanese  and  French  collectors.  Even 
such  fly  fishermen  as  Vince  Welnick  and 
the  late  Jerry  Garcia  have  had  rods 
designed  at  Modem  Bait  & Tackle.  And 


if  you  need  worms,  minnows,  or  other 
sacrificial  squirmy  critters,  this  is  still  the 
place. 

Gonzalez  bought  the  store  four  years 
ago  because  it  seemed  like  a good  busi- 
ness opportunity  and  because  he  had  al- 
ways loved  fishing.  Previously,  he  had 
spent  over  20  years  in  the  bicycle  business 
--  starting  at  the  age  of  12  when  he  would 
ride  around  Mexico  City  fixing  and  assem- 
bling bikes  with  junk  parts.  But  he  gave  up 
bicycles  to  run  the  bait  and  tackle  business 
— until  last  December,  when  he  decided 
to  move  the  fishing  business  to  one  side  of 
the  store  and  open  the  bike  shop. 

For  Gonzalez,  it  was  the  chance  to  try 
out  his  ideas  of  how  to  run  a successful 
cyclery.  When  we  work  on  someones 
bike,  we  always  do  a little  extra,  he  said 
over  the  hum  of  the  air  compressor  in  the 
front  room.  As  he  told  me  his  plans  for  the 
business,  I felt  I was  witnessing  the  blos- 
soming of  a dream  and  a personal  mission: 
to  have  the  best  cyclery  in  the  city.  Gon- 
zalez is  a very  earnest,  determined  man. 


His  approach  is  to  welcome  everyone 
and  to  keep  customers  coming  back  for 
professional,  personal  service  that  they 
can’t  find  at  larger  shops.  Gonzalez 
promises  exceptional  service,  fast  turn- 
around, and  very  competitive  prices.  Be- 
sides the  standard  tune-ups,  bike 
assembly,  tire  patching,  and  merchandise, 
Modern  Cycle  offers  a few  services  you 
may  not  find  at  your  average  shop.  These 
include  custom  welding,  painting,  and 
chroming  (which,  according  to  Gonzalez, 
low  riders  like);  slightly  used  high-end 
titanium  components  for  about  half  price 
(the  Spandex  crowd  loves  this);  and 
bicycle  rentals  (including  a helmet)  for 
$24  a day  regardless  of  bike  type.  And  if 
you  need  a part  — any  size  or  cost  — Gon- 
zalez says  he  will  order  it. 

While  Modern  Cycle  has  a broad  ap- 
peal, it  boasts  expert  mechanics.  Manag- 
ing mechanic  Fernando  Alonzo  was  part 
of  the  crew  that  led  Miguel  Indurian  to 
win  five  Tour  de  France  races.  Mechanic 
Samual  Martinez  worked  for  Raul  Alcala, 


an  accomplished  uphill  racer.  But  even  if 
you’re  not  about  to  race  against  blood- 
thirsty cyclists,  your  bike  will  be  double- 
checked  before  it  leaves  the  shop. 

By  the  end  of  the  J une  Gonzalez  hopes 
to  have  a space  set  up  in  the  rear  of  the 
shop  where  people  can  fix  their  own  bikes. 
A separate  set  of  tools  will  be  available  at 
no  charge.  No  charge?  I asked,  just  to  be 
sure,  and  he  practically  scoffed  at  my  dis- 
belief. Gonzalez  is  sure  the  arrangement 
will  work  out  well,  especially  for  bike  mes- 
sengers. 

Bike  messengers  are  given  special  at- 
tention because  Gonzalez  understands 
they  depend  on  their,  bikes  for  their  in- 
come. Unlike  other  shops,  Modem  Cycle 
gives  messengers  the  same  free  adjust- 
ment period  (three  months)  that  he  gives 
to  people  who  don’t  think  their  bikes  are 
supersonic,  indestructible  tanks. 

While  I must  admit  I was  a little  wary 
of  how  rapidly  I was  taken  in  by  this  soft- 
spoken  entrepreneur,  I believe  Gonzalez 
is  the  kind  of  businessman  who  combines 
unsurpassed  generosity  with  a lot  of  hard 
work.  Yes,  he  copes  with  the  same 
everyday  aggravations  other  shop  owners 
do  --  occasional  graffiti  and  very  high  in- 
surance coverage  for  his  old  building  — 
but  Gonzalez  chooses  to  spend  his  energy 
creating  new  possibilities  for  his  business 
and  his  community 

On  the  way  out,  Gonzalez  showed  me 
an  American  Merlin  frame  with  an  un- 
finished industrial  look.  It  seems  hes  still 
assembling  bikes  out  of  scrap  parts,  ex- 
cept this  time  it’s  aluminum  alloy  from  a 
decommissioned  American  jet  fighter. 

If  you  love  your  bicycle  and  you  want 
expert  service  at  a sensible  price,  roll 
yourself  down  to  the  Modem 
Cycle/Modera  Bait  & Tackle.  You  might 
catch  a great  deal. 

Modem  Cycle/Modem  Bait  & Tackle 
(824-5450)  is  located  at  2795  Mission,  be- 
tween 25th  and  26th  Streets. 


MHDC 

Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  invites  Homeowners  to 
participate  in  valuable 
Home  Improvement  & 
Rehabilitation  Programs. 

If  you  need: 

•A  New  Roof 

•Plumbing  & Electrical  Repairs 

•Ileal 

•New  Rear  Stairs 

•Kitchen  A Bath  Rehabilitation 

•Hot  Water  1 ■ 

•To  Coned  Code  Violations 

You  ma}'  qualify  if  you  mvn  yout. 
home;  if  your  income  falls  wjthin 
certain  parameters;  and/or.  if  ydn  rent 
to  low  income  residents.  Guideline^  ] 
and  restrictions  are  aimed  at  preserving! 
the  existing  altorpable  housing  slock  in  I 
the  Mission  District  Call  MHDC  to  syy-i 
if  you  qualify.  Ask  for  Lucy  Pineda-  JW 
864-6432  (se  habki  cspanol)  to  learn/  1 
more  about  the  loan  program. 

.»*  p a ..  i 

Mission  Housing  Development  Coronation 


1038  VALENCIA  STREET 


FRENCH  ROAST  - 

$3.99  /LB! 

Mark's 

Gourmet  Foods  & Coffees 

Coffees,  teas,  muffins,  scones  and  bagels 
Coffee  beans,  filters,  bulk  teas,  candies  and  gifts 

(bet.  21st  & 22nd  Sts.) 


xrcscD 

photographic  services 


Custom  Black  & UJhlte  Photoflnlshlng 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS 

(415)487-9996 


Now  Serving  Lunch 

Breakfast  Served  All  Day 


WONDERFUL  LUNCHEONS 

Soups  • Salads  • Sandwiches 
Solar  Special  - Slack  Bean  Soup! 


577  VALENCIA  STREET 

Tuesday  thru  Friday:  &:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
Saturdays  & Sundays:  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

1 Closed  Mondays 


SAN  FRANCISCOCA.  94  1 03 

FAX  (41  5)  487-9997 
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Cockpit:  Estrogen-X  Just  Wants  to  Have  Fun 


Most  of  ’em  Photo  by  Cindy  Ragin 


by  Victor  Miller 

Cockpit,  five  women  punk  rockers  ap- 
pearing at  random  and  with  abandon  in 
various  dives  about  town,  provides  all  the 
thrills  with  half  the  attitude  of  your 
average  undiscovered  but  destined-to-be  - 
famous-for-fifteen-minutes  bar  band.  The 
group  has  potential  but  chooses,  in  true 
punkerino  fashion,  to  spit  on  it,  electing  to 
play  only  when  they  feel  like  it  or  when  an 
out-of-town  tour  offers  the  chance  of  in- 
toxicated vacationing.  Cockpit’s  songs 
still  carry  a snarly  feminist  message  but 
they  mostly  deliver  raw  rock  hedonism 
uber  alles  (or  Alice). 

The  band  was  well  received  at  a recent 
performance  Kilowatt.  Cockpit  punched 
out  a half  hour’s  worth  of  90-second 
mega-speed  numbers  that  make  for  good 
dancing  but  abrupt  sex.  Lead  singer  Carla 
Lease’s  blond  hair,  maxed  out  lipstick, 
and  matching  initials  will  probably  draw 
Courtney  Love  comparisons,  as  will  the 
metaphoric  similarity  of  the  names  Cock- 


pit and  Hole.  But  Lease  has  a better  voice, 
a more  sinister,  less  campy  bad-girlish- 
ness and  can  machinegun  more  hip 
thrusts  into  one  song  than  Elizabeth 
Berkeley  was  able  to  manage  in  all  of 
Showgirls.  She  gets  away  with  it  only  be- 
cause the  rest  of  the  band  can  really  rip. 
They’re  all  up  there  obviously  having  a 
good  time;  they  stopped  worrying  long 
ago  about  proving  what  no  longer  needs 
proving:  testosterone  is  not  the  only  hard- 
rock  hormone. 

Cockpit’s  humble  origins  go  back  to  a 
mild-to-wild  party  in  UCSB’s  stucco  stu- 
dent ghetto,  Isla  Vista,  in  1989.  Three  very 
drunk  future  Cockpit  members,  fleeing 
the  slimy  superficiality  of  the  So  Cal 
soiree,  fled  to  a poorly  grouted  bathroom 
where  along  with  most  of  the  evenings 
libations  the  idea  for  the  band  came  up. 
(Sounds  like  Punk  Apocrypha  to  me.  but 
that’s  their  story.) 

Cockpit  was  originally  known  as  PMS 
(for  pre-marital  sex)  but  had  to  give  up  the 
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name  when  the  a cape  11a  group  composed 
of  Patty,  Mary,  and  Sandy  claimed  the 
punk  rockers  would  hurt  their  commer- 
cial value  (they  picked  the  name  first)  and 
started  legal  action.  Santa  Barbara’s  surf 
music  and  ’60s  girl  groups  like  the 
Shangralas  were  early  influences  but  be- 
sides an  early  recording  of  Annette 
Funicello’s  "Pajama  Party"  the  band  has 
since  left  these  styles  behind  for  basic 
punk. 

Cockpr’s  early  years  included  a 
serious  side  that  involved  feminist 
pamphleteering.  Small  Jehovah’s-Wit- 
ness-pamphlet-sized  tracts  given  out  at 
gigs  dealt  with  women’s  issues  without 
mincing  words.  One  of  these,  a graphical- 
ly illustrated  treatise  on  one  of  the  often 
overlooked  and  often  poorly  handled 
female  erogenous  areas,  contains  the 
weighty  words  of  wisdom:  "Women  and 
carrots  have  one  common  enemy.  That 
Enemy  is  dryness."  Another  shows  a 
mother  and  daughter  lamenting  the 
machinations  of  fiendish  oil  companies 
that  have  conspired  to  systematically 
reduce  the  availability  of  tampon 
machines  in  service  station  restrooms. 

These  agitprop  pieces  were  mostly  the 
doings  of  Beth,  who  is  no  longer  with 
band.  The  remaining  quintet  of  all  hard- 


consonant  hard  girls  are  Kelly,  Karen, 
Carla,  Katie,  and  Claudia.  Their  femigan- 
da  was  also  done  somewhat  as  a response 
to  audiences  that  insisted  an  all-women 
band  couldn’t  be  in  it  just  for  the  music 
and  beer  but  must  have  some  kind  of 
feminist  message.  Karen’s  brief  and  messy 
experiment  with  menstrual  blood  art  gave 
most  concert  goers  more  than  they  bar- 
gained for  message-wise.  It  was  not  a very 
popular  part  of  the  show  when  Cockpit 
did  the  cow  pie  circuit  of  Texas,  New 
Mexico,  and  Arizona  in  the  de  rigueur 
beat-up  van  ominously  named  the 
Molester. 

"There’s  no  message  anymore.  We’re 
just  existential,"  says  Kelly.  Everyone  else 
looks  confused  at  this.  "Maybe  the  mes- 
sage is  we’re  celebrating  our  sexuality," 
says  Karen.  "Celebrate  your  own  damn 
sexuality  in  private,"  Carla  says,  glaring  at 
Karen.  "The  message  is  we  don’t  give  a 
fuck;  just  bring  us  some  beer,"  says 
Claudia.  "We’re  just  not  serious  about 
this,"  concludes  Katie. 

Cockpit  will  not  be  playing  any  where 
in  July  because  they  just  don’t  feel  like  it. 
Maybe  they  will  in  August  - if  they’re  in 
the  mood.  They  will  release  a CD  some- 
time soon.  Buy  it.  Cockpit  is  pretty  good. 


childbearing  hips 

you  want  a cartoon  girl  with  barbie  doll  tits 
jackie  jackoff,  polly  pinup,  doris  dish 
every  bum’s  baby,  puckering,  primping,  posing 
legs  wide  open  and  mouth  closing 
I’m  a real  live  girl  I walk,  I talk,  I cry 
I can  cheat  and  I can  steal  and  I can  lie 
I will  grunt  and  stretch  and  strain  to  form  another 
I’m  your  daughter,  I’m  your  sister,  I’m  your  mother 
red  blooded  American  male  on  the  rag 
I don’t  bleed  the  colors  of  America’s  flag 
when’s  the  last  time  you  saw  your  own  blood  flowing? 
poor  old  thing,  cut  yourself  shaving? 

I’ve  got  chilbearing  hips 
I can  crush  your  logic  with  my  passion  blow 
I can  suck  your  body  dry  and  swallow  you  whole 
I can  pin  your  motives  in  between  my  thighs 
try  a real  woman  on  for  size 
I’ve  got  mother  earth  breasts  and  the  belly  of  life 
I can  feed  you  love  and  drink  down  all  your  strife 
If  it’s  brains  and  brawn  you  want  then  look  at  me 
I’m  more  man  than  you’ll  ever  be 

from  Cockpit’s  four  song  single  "Sick  and  Tired" 


Now  serving  beer  and  wine. 


Gourmet 
Paella 


Tapas 
Fresh  Salads 


Affordable  Prices  ^ Delicious  Desserts 


415)  552  3889  ♦ 3228  -16th  SI  • San  Francisco  94103 


coffee’ 


Drinks  & Service 
Valencia  ( 20th 

Open  7am  - 11:30pm  CVCRyDBV 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 


by  Robert  I .caver 


The  Kenya-Zaire  Connection 
O 


' n July  5 sensational  singer  Samba 
Mapangala  and  his  Orchestre  Virunga 
will  perform  at  the  Maritime  Hall  (First 
and  Townsend  Streets).  This  promises  to 
be  a straight-ahead  African  dance  show. 

Born  in  1955  near  the  Congo  river  port 
of  Matadi,  at  an  early  age  Samba  made  his 
way  to  Kinshasa,  the  capital  of  Zaire.  He 
sang  there  throughout  the  ’70s  with 
several  groups,  including  Super  Bella- 
Bella  and  Les  Kinois.  In  Kinshasa  during 
that  time  there  an  incredible  proliferation 
of  bands  and  a shortage  of  work,  so  Samba 
journeyed  to  Kampala,  Uganda,  and  then 
on  to  Nairobi,  Kenya.  There  he  formed 
Orchestre  Virunga  (named  after  the  vol- 
cano in  Eastern  Zaire)  with  guitarist 
Mokili  Sesti. 

Orchestre  Virunga  quickly  became 
one  of  the  top  bands  in  Nairobi,  East 
Africa’s  largest  city.  The  band’s  1982 
recording,  Malako,  was  a huge  hit.  Avail- 
able on  the  Sterns/Earthworks  label 
under  the  title  Virunga  Volcano,  the 
album  is  a sparse  mixture  of  Zairean 
soukous  guitar  and  Congolese  and  Benga 
rhythms.  This  pan-African  sound  is  aug- 
mented by  saxophone;  Samba’s  smooth, 
wandering  alto  voice  --  singing  in  Lingala, 
Swahili,  and  occasionally  English  and 
French  — elevates  the  music  to  an  ecstatic 
level. 

Making  its  music  miles  away  from 
Paris  has  kept  Orchestre  Virunga  closer 
to  its  African  sources  of  inspiration.  One 
of  the  group’s  albums,  Feet  on  Fire , was 
recorded  in  London  in  1991  after  Or- 
chestre Virunga’s  European  tour.  Feet  on 


Fire  is  a no-tricks,  straight-forward 
recording  that  showcases  vocals,  guitar, 
and  sax.  Its  arrangements  start  out  mid- 
tempo  and  kick  into  higher  gear  in  that 
classic  Congolese  rumba  form. 

This  tour  marks  Samba  Mapangala 
and  Orchestre  Virunga’s  West  Coast 
debut.  The  July  5 Maritime  Hall  show 
promises  to  be  a night  of  nonstop  dancing. 
Advance  tickets  are  available  at  Round 
World  Music  (593  Guerrero);  also  avail- 
able (and  on  sale)  at  Round  World  are 
Orchestre  Virunga’s  fust  two  CDs. 

On  the  Latin  music  front,  check  out 
one  of  Cuba’s  favorite  singers,  Candido 
Fabre.  Fabre  gained  fame  as  a singer  with 
Original  de  Manzanillo  from  1983  to 
1993.  His  fust  solo  album,  Son  de  Cuba , is 
a real  gem.  Fabre’s  songs  have  become 
hits  in  the  hands  of  such  people  as  Celia  , 
Cruz,  Willy  Chirino,  Oscar  D’Leon,  and  l( 
of  such  Cuban  groups  as  Los  Van  Van,  y 
Ritmo  Oriental,  and  Orquesta  Aragon. 

Son  de  Cuba  was  recorded  in  Santa 
Clara  this  year  with  Fabre’s  new  band. 
Sticking  to  the  classic  Cuban  charanga 
form,  the  band  features  three  violins,  a 
flute,  and  a large  rhythm  section  under  the 
guidance  of  keyboardist  Omar  Pupo.  This 
is  a superb  recording  sound-wise,  and  the 
album’s  material  is  a mixture  of  new  songs 
and  older  material. 

Fabre  does  an  excellent  medley  called 
"Exitos  de  Fabre"  that  includes  all  his  big 
hits  with  Original  de  Manzanillo.  Like  the 
members  of  Fabre’s  previous  group,  these 
musicians  know  how  to  funk  up  the 
charanga.  This  one  will  get  you  dancing. 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


CLUTCH 

Special  from  . 

$1 71 95 

Call  for  your  quote. 

Guaranteed 

3 yr., 20,000  miles  on  parts 

1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate  • 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  * 
431-9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Mutt  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waranty  details.  "Most  cars  ano  liRjti  trucks.  “Metallic  pads 
extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  complete  the  repair  ptuperly  Cost  may  be  substantial  We  pr»  \i-Je 
the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  l»ly  **r 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$479S 

Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 

than 


advertised  price  lower 
ours  by  S2.00 


Cl  C 95  7 75 

I aJ  *or  cert.  

FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
Whj^N_WO  R K_l  S_D  0_NE_  HER  E_ 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER 

/\Qr  • Up  to  5 quarts 

* I • Replace  Oil  Filter 

• Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 
5^795 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


n 


n 


Smog  Stop 

41 99  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  - 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


* 


food]!  fanta; 

./pm. 


of 


312.0  16  tv\S+ 
43V40S3 


CSfeftfeilro 

1 RESTAURANT 


* 


tta  fc-o,  onlu  jflC  ntfdurdnt/ 


1 

open.  HonJdjj  ttru  Sdtvrldq 


3292  -22nd  Street 

v esouina  Valencia 

282-8867 


LUNCH 
11  n 3:30  pm 

DINNER 
5—11  pm 
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GANGSPEAK 


The  Story  Behind  Hard  Bricks 


by  Ronnie  Goodman 

I started  drawing  and  writing  Hard 
Bricks  comics  in  1993  because  it  was  a 
positive  outlet  for  me  to  express  how  I felt 
about  the  prison  system  without  per- 
petuating more  violence  to  my  brothas  by 
joining  prison  gangs.  I believe  that  prison 
gangs  are  a political  ploy  to  keep  us  op- 
pressed. If  gang  violence  were  to  stop,  the 
prison  population  would  be  cut  in  half. 
The  Pete  Wilsons  and  Mark  Furmans  of 
the  world  would  be  without  jobs.  The 
money  spent  on  prisons  could  be  better 
spent  on  education,  job  training,  parent- 
ing classes,  and  drug  rehabilitation 
programs. 

My  ideas  come  from  the  day-to-day 
struggle  within  the  prison  walls  in  which  I 
live.  My  stories  and  satire  plots  deal  most- 
ly with  prison  issues  such  as  gangs,  food, 
visits,  love,  hate,  hope,  dreams,  death,  the 
death  penalty,  grief,  positive  and  negative 
changes,  sports,  paranoia,  injustice,  jus- 
tice, religions,  and  bigotry. 

My  characters  are  based  on  experien- 
ces with  friends,  home  boys,  loved  ones, 
real-life  hardships,  and  wanna-be  gangsta 
mack  players.  Through  my  artwork,  I es- 
cape prison  life  and  turn  these  experien- 
ces into  creative  and  imaginative  works  of 
art. 

The  reason  why  I choose  animals  for 
cartoon  characters  is  because  I feel  like 
I’m  being  treated  worse  than  an  animal  at 
times.  I’m  just  happy  they  can’t  neuter  me. 

My  cast  of  silly  characters  in  Murphy’s 
Law  Prison  are  as  follows: 

J-Cat:  He  is  the  most  imaginative  one. 
He  is  always  in  trouble  and  keeps  on  trying 
to  escape,  just  to  be  with  the  love  of  his 


life,  his  queen,  Sherry,  the  sexy  girl  cat. 
But  things  always  go  wrong.  J-Cat’s  imagi- 
nary Ghetto  Mobile  comes  to  life  only 
when  he  is  having  a bad  hair  day. 

Barrio  Brothas:  Ghetto  Super  heroes 
who  fight  against  social  ills  in  the  slums 
and  in  the  streets. 

Bootzilla:  A lovable,  huggable,  snug- 
gable,  misunderstood  bear  with  a big 
Afro. 

Willy  the  Wino:  He  comes  up  with  the 
most  unbelievable  stories.  The  rest  speaks 
for  itself. 

Guru:  He  is  the  so-called  philosopher 
and  the  wanna-be  jail  house  lawyer.  His 


wisdom  is  mixed  up  and  sometimes  back- 
wards. 

Nappynut:  He  is  a natural  fool  who 
wants  to  be  a hip-hop  gangsta  rapper,  but 
his  rhythm  and  rhyme  are  not  on  time. 

P-Funk:  A crazy  rabbit  who  likes  to 
breakdance  (cameo  appearances). 

Brainiac:  Mad  scientist  who  likes  to 
fool  with  inventions  and  new  ideas  that 
always  fail  to  help  J-Cat  escape. 

Sumo:  A big,  fat,  lazy  cat  that’s  always 
in  the  way.  He  wants  to  be  hard,  but  deep 
down  inside  he  is  just  a timid  cat. 

Spider  A graffiti  artist  whose  art,  an 
expression  of  his  inner  soul,  isn’t  taken 
seriously. 

Enforcer  An  overzealous,  mean, 
hard-core,  stone-faced  officer  with  an  at- 
titude. 

Mad-Max:  The  prison  quack,  dentist, 
doctor,  psychologist,  and  barber. 


Afro-King:  A metaphysical  guardian 
angel  who  appears  when  J-Cat  gets 
knocked  unconscious. 

Editor’s  Note:  Roonie  Goodman  is 
currently  incarcerated  at  Jamestown.  His 
expected  release  date  is  November  1998. 

Gang  Members:  This  is  your  column. 
This  is  your  voice.  Send  your  words, 
poems,  rap  songs,  essays,  and  art  to: 
Deanne  Berger-Moudgil,  Gangspeak 
Column  Editor,  c/o  New  Mission  News, 
111  Valencia  Street,  S.F.,  CA  94110.  Call 
Deanne  at  864-6531  or  page  her  at  227- 
6338. 

Correction:  In  last  month’s  Gangspeak 
column  Norman  Mathis  should  have  been 
included  as  one  of  the  four  students  in- 
volved with  the  OG  Reach  Out  to  Incar- 
cerated Brothers. 
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EXPERTS 

2975  Mission  SI.  (Btwn  25th  & 26th  ) 
San  Francisco,  941 10  824-5450 

OPEN  10AM  - OPM  • 7 DAYS  A WEEK 


THE  LOWEST  PRICES  ON  REPAIRS 

V -800-690-BIKE 
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July  2.5th  to  August  25th 

24th  and  Mission:  by  appointment  only:  487-5470 

Featuring  works  from:  Jesus  Angel  Perez,  Susan 
Tibbon,  Umberto  Ruiz,  Maria  Mayr,  Catalina 
Gonzales,  Alvaro  Lagos,  Scott  Williams,  Sylvia 
Brettner,  Enrique  Chagoya,  Chuy  Campusano, 
Esther  Hernandez,  Fernando  Marti,  Jorge  Madrid. 
Antonio  Tovar,  Mario  Joel,  Jennifer  Hill,  Homero' 
Herrera,  Nelson,  Saul  Sanchez,  Susan  Plum,  Jose 
Ceberos,  Humberto  Ortega,  Sandra  Blanchette, 
Dimitri,  Milena  Neri,  Victor  Hugo  Segura, 
Raymondo,  John  Fadeff,  Max  White,  Ronald  & 
Hillary  Davis,  Andrew  Ogus,  Artur  Koch,  Dawn 
Raw,  Gabriella  Lujan,  Rob  Hollingsworth  and 
Xavier  Viramontes. 
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(415)  826-2321 

934  Valencia  st.  (a),  20th  San  Francisco 
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AT  OUR  MEXICAN  CRILLS 

ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER 

17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF  £ 3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 

431-3351  " 864-8840 


